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. VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vatican Saturday denied a report that the 
U.S. State Departing: had vetted its participation in a Middle East peace 
conference this week, Vatican apekesn?^"; Joaquin Navarro tokl r eporter? 
that (lie Vatican bad not asked so take part in the c onfer enc e in 
MADRID. ^The r&scosaions at the conferenc e include many technical 
problems, and I don't see now the Holy See could be competent in many 
of these; that is not ha rote,” Mr. Navarro said. Tbe Italian news agency 
ACH reported Friday that the Vatican had asked the State Department to 
send observers to the talks. Washington turned down die request, saying 
the Vatican's pre se nce amid co m pfcca ir the negotiations, according to 
ACH, which quoted unidentified Vatican sources. Mr. Navarro admow- 
kited tint the Vatican's Foreign Munster, Monsignor Jean-Louis Taman 
sain bat spring be hoped a Vatican delegation could attend the peace 
co nfe r en ce. But he said “the situation has changedT and added: ‘The 
presence of the Holy Set: in tiris'pbash is assured by the weight, 
coostste&cy and fre. teocy of intervention s by the Pope” mid other 
Vatican officials on .. jc Middle East.. 



mes 


by tR^g||lan Press Foundation 


CAIRO (R) — Leading Palestinian delegates to Wednesday’s 
Middle East peace conference flew into Cairo on Saturday for 
mTint with Egyptian officials, airport sources said. Haider Abdul 
Shafi, the chief Palestinian negotiator, was met at Cairo airport by 
senior officials. He was accomp a nied by Faisal A1 Hnsseim and 
Honan Ashrawi. They were expected to bold talks with Foreign 
Minis ter Amr Musa and President Hosni Mubarak's top political 
adviser, Osama A1 Baz. Reporters were barred from talki ng to 
them. Mr. Husscini and Dr. Ashrawi, who negotiated the terms 
of Palestinian participation with U.$- Secretary of State James 
Baker, are not part of tbe joint FalestimanJordanian team that 
will face Israeli negotiators in tbe peace talks. But they will go to 
Madrid to advise Palestinian delegates. Egypt will attend the 
peace conference as an observer. 
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V'-: Iran protests seizure 

- 7 ; 7 of arms-laden ship 

J; NICOSIA (A P) — The Iranian 

- CJ Foreign Ministry Satnzday sum- 
mooed tbe Turkish ambassador 

^ in Tehran to protest the detention 
- of a ship carrying arms from 
Bulgaria to Iran. Tehran Radio 
v quoted Foreign Ministry spokes- 

" - ' „-'J man Morteza Sarmadi as saying a 
>" letter handed to Ambassador 
1 > Outer Akbd called for the- “im- 

• "i mediate and anconditional re- 

- lease of the ship and its cargo.” 

- The radio said a sta t ement by a 
Turkish Foreign Ministry spokes- 

- ■ man claimed the aims were most 
, likely being carried for t e rrorist 

groups was “irresponsible, and in 

- contravention to tbe principles of 

- l friendship agreed by the two 
oountries.’* The radio quoted the 

* - letter as saying, “such encounters 
■?. can only benefit opponents of 
good relations between tbe two 
oountries.” A Cypriot-registered 
ship carrying a large cargo of 
anti-aircraft missiles nn ^ other 
advanced weapons was seized en 
route by Turkish authorities 
Tuesday. 

- Saudi paper says 
.7 60 nationals 

detained In Iraq 

JEDDAH (AP) — There are 60 
Saudi Arabians still detained in 
. Iraq almost eight months after 

• - tbe end of the Golf war, tbe daily 
" •*. A1 Madina h reported Saturday. 

A1 Marfinah, which published the 
60 names, said the Iraqi govern- 
ment was also holding 1,587 
1 Kuwaitis and two Bahrainis- in 
: . addition to 450 persons of various 
u . other nationalities. It attributed 
its report to the secretary of tbe 
■ : “National Kuwaiti Committee for 

the Affairs of Paws,” Wafid A1 
.. 'i Saqr. The paper flatly described 
these as “prisoners of war.” But 
•ft appeared to be re ferrin g .to 
\ ” j Saudi civilians either detuned in. 

■: Iraq or possibly seized riffle in 

Kuwait by Iraqi forces before toe 
end of tbe Grtif war. Saudi 'De- 
fence Minis ter Prince Sultan said 
last month that the Iraqis bdd rix 
prisoners of war, mduding a jet 
fighter pilot who bailed out in 
Iraq dining the Gulf war. Mr. 
Saqr told tbe paper that more 
than 6,000 detainees have been 
released since the war ended, 

— transiting through the Saudi-Iraq 
border town erf Antr. 
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China calls for 
coalition 
government 
in Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD ( R) — Chinese 
President Yang Shangkun said 
Saturday Afghanistan could find 
peace only through a political 
accord and called for a coalition 
go v e r nmen t in KabuL China sup- 
ports a five-point United Nations 
plan under winch the waning 
sides would agree a transitional 
gov e r nm ent, end 13 years of hos- 
tilities and bold elections, be told 
a stats banquet in Pakistan. “It is 
the co nsi st e nt position of the 
nmwBi gover nm ent that the va- 
rious political forces should, 
through friendly consultations, 
form a broadly-based coalition 
government,” Mr. Yang said on 
the first day of a five-day state 
visit to Pakistan. China has long 
backed Pakistan in supporting 
Afghan guerrilla forces in their 
fight to topple tbe government. 

Vietnam says U.S 
will ease embargo 

BANGKOK (AP) — Tbe United 
States plans to ease its longstand- 
ing embargo against Vietnam, 
and representatives of the former 
enemies wifi meet next month in 
New York to discuss normalisa- 
tion of relations, the official 
Voice of Vietnam repo rte d. Tbe 
moves would be significan t steps 
towards restoring relations be- 
tween the two nations, whose 
armies fought each other for 
more than a decade. Tbe state 
radio said the moves were agreed 
to Wednesday in Fads when U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
met Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Man Cam. They talked 
prior to the s igning of a peace 
accord ending nemiy 13 yean of 
war m Candxxfia. Washington 
has long made peace in Cambo- 
dia a condition for restoriig ties 
with Vietnam, which invaded its 
neighbour in late 1978 and instal- 
led tbe current gov er nmen t in 
Phnom Penh. Mr. Baker told 
repo rt er s ,. in Paris that talks on 
restoring ties with Vietnam couM 

begin as early as next month. 



His Majesty Kfeg 
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King: Jordan committed to just 
peace, solutions to all problems 

Jordan will attend regional talks ; peace at any price is not the goal 

a s re a a. vt /rnf»\ tt:- *a l — > a i j >■ - - a.. ■ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein said Saturday Jor- 
dan is firmly committed to taking 
part in Nfideast peace talks that 
start this week in Madrid but said 
Israeli settlements in tbe occu- 
pied territories remain a major 
problem. 

In a Cable News Network 
(CNN) television interview, King 
Hussein underlined tbe import- 
ance of regional talks with Israel 
on issues such as daring water, 
aims control, refugees and the 
environment 

“We have committed ourselves 
to going to that regional confer- 
ence and we believe that it mart 
be held,” King Hussein said, 
adding *T hope that all will 
attend.” 

“Without a comprehensive 
solution winch involves also all in 


the region, die future is very 
bleak mid very, very difficult to 
deal with ” King Hussein said. 

He predicted the talks would 
be “a long and arduous process." 

King Hussein said Israeli settle- 
ments in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories which Arab delegations 
have put at the top of their 
a genda, could be a problem that 
would make it impossible for 
Arabs to continue the talks. 

“I believe die settlements have 
been a problem and are a problem 
and condone to be a problem," King 
Hussein said. “Even If they were 
frozen in tbe sense that no more were 
ba3t, they'll have to be addressed in 
the process obviously.” 

The King said he hoped Israel 
would “stop these activities” became 
it would be “impossible I would 
foresee for the Arab side to continue 
in a process when the Israelis are 


creating obstacles to peace over terri- 
toiy dial is after all the subject of the 
ne got ia tions together with rights of 
people of these territories.” 

If Israel resets the Arab position. 
King Hussein said, it would mean the 
talks were “id say the least, not very 
serious" became it might imply 
Jordanians and Palestinians “it 
quiesce" to the current situation. 

King Hussein said die outcome of 
the talks was uncertain but said Jor- 
dan was going “in good faith and with 
a real det e m u u a tion to do whatever is 
possible to contribute tow&ds the 
wdriiMuBeii* of a just and’duraMe 
peace in this .region.” 

But King Hussein added that, once 
started, the par ti c ipant s “can not 
afford to fail” for fear of letting loose 
“forces of darkness and ott reuiism " 
that could threaten peace in tbe Mid- 
dle Bast and the world. 

“We are united in txymg to achieve 
just peace through this co nf erence 


and peace process, and contributing 
to the removal of many barriers of 
doubt and s mpi cioo and fear and to 
secure a solution to the Palestiman- 
Israeli problem, the Arab- Israeli 
problem and the regional problems, 
in terms of the fact that tins chronic 
tragic situation between Ards and 
Israelis has been the root cause of 
instability in tbe region, and to 
achieve the kind of peace that future 
generations can enjoy and protect 
and live with. 

“I am sure thai is going to be a long 
arduous processs. It will not be easy, 
bui nonetheless I hope that with the 

help .of the rest of the .world -7- after 
all tins is a direction ever y one is 
taking — and it is the only way to 
resolve prob l em s wh e reever they ex- 
ist.” 

“I would hope that by that time at 
least much of the rhetoric that prob- 
ably will mark the be ginnin g of the 
process would have given way to 


thought and concern for people in this 
region. I hope that on the Palestinhm- 
Israeli dimension, a lot of progress 
would have been achieved as well 
along die Ones already evident. After 
all, the process is based on Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338, 
which cafi for the meetnm of all 
parties under the right conditions to 
resolve this problem. 

Replying to another question. King 
Hussein said: “Peace after all is tbe 
objective, but not peace at any price; 
moral peace that is the result of tbe 
present balance of power or the lack. 
of it. It is a kind of peace people can 
five with -and can protect, and I 
bdieve this will be achieved." 

- “If we look at tile prob lems which 
have «™tgd in other parts of the 
world before any real genuine 
attempt was made to resolve them. 
Even m this area for example, Egypt 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush tp meet Shamir, heads of 
delegations to peace conference 


MADRID (Agencies) — la an 
effort to determine changes in 
IsrfceTs position in Middle East 
peace negotiations. President 
George Bosh will meet with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir ahead of the conference, 
officials said Saturday. 

Mr. Bosh had first announced 
tiie planned meeting Friday, and 
tins officials in Madrid said the 
UJS.-Irtaefi dtscussian will take 
place either late Tuesday or early 
Wednesday, the day the Madrid 
conference opens under the au- 
spices of tbe United States and 
Soviet Union, the officials spoke 
on condition of ano n ym i ty. 

Relations between Mr. Bnsh 
and Mr. Shamir have been cool, 
and both sides want to ease ten- 
sons before tbe start of the deli- 
cate Arab-Ltradi talks. The two 
last met in Washington in Decem- 
ber 1990. 

Mr. Bosh s seeking to find out 
Mr. Shamir's positions on the 
delicate issues to be negotiated in 
the first com p rehensive talks be- 
tween brad and the Arabs. 

. Mr. Shamir's decision earlier 
this week to supplant his relative- 
ly dovish foreign minister, David 
Levy, started a political row in 
Israel and galvanised Arab lead- 
ers to toughen their positions in 
a n ticipation of a more hardline 
Israeli stand. 

Mr. Shamir is the only prime 
whwstef to head a delegation to 
the tallm All the Arab delega- 
tions will be led by foreign minis- 
ters. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, whose country is tak- 
ing part only as an observer in the 
talks, had planned to come here 
too. But Egyptian sources say he 
probabty win stay hone — partly 
ont erf a desire to avoid a meeting 
with Mr. Shamir. 

Egypt is the only Arab country 
which has a peace treaty with 
Israel, bat the. relationship has 
generally been a cool one. Egypt 
hosted a meeting last week for 
Syrian and other Arab officials to 
coordinate their positions in adv- 
ance of the talks with Israel. 

Mr. Bnsh wffl also be meeting 
here Tuesday with Mr. Gor- 
bachev, as well as vrith Spanish 


Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
and King Juan Carlos. 

The president said Friday the 
United States would be an active 
partner in the search for peace. 
Efis meetings with Mr. Shamir 
and the Arab foreign ministers 
would give him a chance to estab- 
lish die U.S. goals at the very 
outset. 

Mr. Bush was unwilling to <fo- 
cuss them in detail at a White 
House news conference. He 
cautioned that only the Israelis 
and Arabs could reconcile their 
“enormous d i ffere n ces.” 

Mr. Bush disclosed to reporters 
his meeting with Mr. Shamir, and 
then Secretary of State James 
Baker said in an interview with 
die U.S.-based Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) that Mr. Bush “will 
find wsqrs” to meet with the heads 
of the Arab delegations as wefl. 

Mr. Baker, meanwhile, said 
die United States will support 
pr ogr es s on any front, not hold- 
ing any agreement Israel may 
reach with one of its Arab neigh- 
bours “hostage” to agreement 
with the others. 

The Arabs have insisted on a 
comprehensive settlement — one 
that would require Israel to reach 
acco r d s with all the Arab states 
and the Palestinians. 

Baker: No formal linkage 

The terms on which Mr. Baker 
set up the peace conference refer 
to a comprehensive settlement, 
and he said that re main ed a U.S. 
goal 

However, Mr. Baker said the 
United Stales did not support 
“formal linkage.” 

“If we can make progress to- 
ward peace oa any front we’d fike 
to see it, without holding that 
possible pr ogress hostage for a 
complete and comprehensive 
solution," be stud. “That does 
not accord with the Arab posi- 
tion. 

Former Secretary of State Hen- 
ry Kissinger, in a separate CNN 
interview, said ht did not think a 
comprehensive peace could be 
achieved in tins round. 

But, Dr. Kwsi n g er said, “if tile 
adminis tration achieves a series 


of one or two limited agreements 
it wifi have served the country 
and the peace of the world very 
wefi.” 

With the Israelis and Arabs 
staking out divergent positions, 
Mr. Bush said he (fid not know 
where the talks would lead. 

“It will take patience and de- 
termination” be said. 

“The United States cannot 
make peace in the Middle East,” 
Mr. Bush said. “Only the parties 
themselves can do that.” 

Negotiator fears pressure 

Uzi Landau, one of the Israeli 
del egate s who will face Arab 
negotiators next week, goes to 
Madrid reluctantly and with 
“heavy fears.” 

Peace In the Middle East is still 
years away, be says. 

But maybe, when it does come, 
people wifi look bade on the 
Wednesday’s meeting in Spain as 
the vital step on the road. 

“I am not enthusiastic about 
the Madrid conference,” Mr. 
Landan told Israeli army radio. 

“It could be the introduction to 
a process in which all the partici- 
pants except us seek to return to 
the 1967 borders — without Jeru- 
salem, without the Golan 
Heights.” 

“At the be griming of any pro- 
cess like this, yon have heavy 
fears in your heart going in.” 

“But despite this, it is an addi- 
tional step that after a number of 
years if, I hope, peace will be 
agreed upon, you can maybe say 
it started in Madrid.” 1 

Mr. Landau, a member of par- 
liament in tbe ruling Likud party, 
is one of the footsokfiers of tbe 
14-member Israeli delegation 
which will be led by Mr. Shamir 
and prominent aides like Yossi 
Ben Aharon and Elyakim Rubin- 
stein. 

In a line up of hardliners, be is 
one of tiie most adamant, believ- 
ing that Israel should have de- 
manded stronger assurances of 
from the United States 
agreeing to attend. 

He is a strong advocate of 
Jewish settlement in the occupied 
Arab territories. Israefi newspap- 
ers suggest he was chosen for that 
reason. 


Subsidy cutback will not 
hurt poor — minister 


By P.V. Yivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is considering various 
options to reduce subsidies 
on basic food items, but any 
reduction wifi be applied 
through a me chanism which 
will ensure that tbe low- 
income segment of the 
population is not affected, 
according to Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Ah Abul 
Ragheb. 

“We are very aware that a 
blanket removal or reduction 
of subsidies wifi make it very 
difficult for some of our peo- 
ple and we will ensure that 
these people are protected 
against any such move,” the 
minister sadd in a recent inter- 
view. 

The philosophy that guides 
the government’s thinking , 
be explained, is that food 
subsidies should reach only 
those who really deserve h. 

Total government expendi- 
ture on subsidies in 1991 is 
estimated at JD 60 million to 
JD 62 million, compared with 
JD 90 million in 1989. A 
split-up of the 1991 figure 
showed that JD 31 million 
were spent on subsidising 
bread, JD 14 million on 
sugar, rice and milk, 

and JD 16 million to JD 18 

milli on on animal feed. 

The figures reflea a saving 
of JD 25 million resulting 
from a coupon system for 
sugar, rice and milk 

introduced in mid-1990. Sub- 
sidised bread remained out- 
ride the system, particularly 
in view of apprehensions 
voiced by government offi- 
cials that removal of bread 


to popu- 
lar protests. 

The subsidy coupons are 
available only to families who 
possess civil registration 
books. Commercial establish- 
ments and food industries as 
well as foreign residents have 
to buy die commodities at 
higher market prices, also set 
by tbe government. 


Mr. Abul Ragheb brushed 
aside suggestions that the 
government consideration of 
removing or reducing sub- 
sidies was prompted by a 
demand made by tbe Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
as part of tiie Kingdom’s eco- 
nomic restructuring program- 
me. 

“It doesn’t matter whether 
the IMF wants it or not. 
What matters is that there is a 
lopsided situation which 
should be corrected and tins 
means that the food subsidies 
should not be used for com- 
mercial purposes or go to 
those who can do without 
them,” the minister told the 
Jordan limes. 

“How can we accept that 
someone with an annual in- 
come of JD 5,000 gets the 
same treatment as someone 
with JD 1,500?” he asked. 
“How can we accept res- 
taurants and food industries 
muiring huge profits at the 
expense of tiie government?” 

If anything, be added, tiie 
low-income groups should 
get additional subsidy be- 
nefits and, towards tins end, 
the government is prepared 
to increase their share of 
subsidies while reducing the 
benefits for the rich. 

“If we manage to save, say 
JD 25 million, we don’t mind 
spending half of it to increase 
the benefits for those who 
deserve it,” he said. 

Economists concede that 
the coupon system is not fool- 
proof to ensure that only the 
needy gets tbe benefit since 
all those who possess family 
registration books are enti- 
tled to tiie subsidy regardless 
of tbeir income. 

At the same time, experts 
also point out that many of 
die rich and middle-class 
families do not avail them- 
selves of tbe coupons either 
' because they could not 
bother themselves or because 
they feel that subsidies 
should be left to tbe needier. 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


King meets with joint 
delegation to Madrid 


AMMAN (J.T.( 8 His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Saturday the joint 
Joidanian-Palestiman delegation 
to the peace conference to open 
in Madrid Wednesday. 

During the meeting emphasis 
was given to the need for full 
coordination at the highest level 
at the peace conference. 

Attending the meeting were 
Prime Minister Taber Masri, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and His Royal High- 
ness Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, the King’s military secret- 
ary. 

Following the meeting. King 
Hussein sent a letter to Dr. 
Abdul Salam AJ Majali, who be 
designated as head of the Jorda- 
nian side to the joint delegation. 

Following is the King’s letter to 
Dr. Majali: 

“I have had the pleasure in my 
acquaintance with you over the 
past four decades. You have been 
a dear brother and a faithful 
soldier serving his nation and 
country. You have shouldered 
the burden of heavy responsibili- 
ties and proved to be exemplary 
in being a responsible and faithful 
advisor and a distinguished think- 
er fix your country. You have 
exerted all efforts, utilising your 
faculty in a distinguished manner 
among your colleagues and 
Jordanian citizens who contri- 
buted to tiie country’s construc- 
tion under the most difficult and 
critical stages of our modem his- 
tory. 


“You have been and wfll con- 
tinue to be the subject of our 
absolute confidence and appre- 
ciation for your service to Ionian 
and for your continued en- 
deavours to corroborate the 
national and pan-Arab march in 
the political, educational and so- 
cial fields. You have set tbe most 
noble example to others in faith- 
fully shouldering the responsibil- 
ity for Jordan for its leadership 
and people and for tbe future of 
its sons to which we have dedi- 
cated ourselves so that Jordanian 
heads may remain raised with 
pride in the face of all challenges. 

“As the present stage requires 
the mobilisation of all the nation- 
al forces towards the confronta- 
tion of the challenge of a just 
peace while we head towards the 
peace conference to provide pro- 
tection and defence for the na- 
tion, in commitment to the Arab 
Nation and kinsmen in dear 
Palestine, in pursuit of tbe estab- 
lishment of justice and just and 
durable and comprehensive 
peace for the whole region, m 
defence of the rights of the com- 
ing generations, mid in fulfillment 
of our duty towards the future 
generations so that they may lire 
a decent, secure and stable fife so 
as to continue the process of 
reconstruction, we have chosen 
you to be at the helm of the 
Jordanian side to the joint 
Jordaman-Palestinian delegation 
to the peace conference (hie to 

(Continued on page 5) . 


i to fee pence 


The Cabinet Setmday named toe Jordanian d e le gnt fc 
conference. 

Fore ig n Mhrister Knirf Abu Jaber wffl head ttejdnt Jordanian 
Palestinian HApHnn- 

Dr. Abdul Sataro A1 M^afi, a health mi nister in several previews 
g overnments and a former senior adviser to King Hussein, wM head 
the Jordanian team in trilateral talks wife Israel. 

Nego tia tors are: 

Aired Khalidi, a native of toe southern city at Khatidyeb who Is an 
expert on war tactics and Jordan’s ambassado r to France. 

— Tabl Saturn Hassan, born in the northern city of Irbid, 
ambassador to Belgium and the European Community. 

— Fnad Ayyotxb, Irbid Native, former press spokes ma n for toe 
Royal Palace and now amb a ss a do r- desi g Mie to the United Kmg- 


— Adnan BakUt, from Mahes west of Amman, a histo ria n and 
vice prerident of Jordan University. 

— Mohammad Bani Hani, an Irfaid native, expert on water 
resources and secretary general of tiie Ministry of Rural and 
Mankind Affairs and toe EnvtaMnenL 

— Mohammad Adwan, bon in the Jordan Valley, a former, 
wafer and irrigation expert and ambassador to toe Soviet Union. 

— Abdul Hafez Mket, bora m Madaba, bo army general and 
mfa h at mffitary chief of staff. 

— > Aoun Khassawneh, Irbid native. Foreign Ministry official and 
legal adviser to BSs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

— Ghassan A1 Jnndi, from Amman , an intern atio nal law ie ctm ei 
at Jordan University. 

— Mourn Brefx a t. political researcher. 

— Wafid Al Khafidi, Harward University professor. 

— The cabinet also named Mr. Anwar AiKhaffe as an adviser for 
the deleg a ti o n . The Jordanian drlegation wffl also be accompanied 
by a number of experts and coBsnttants. 


Turkish forces continue 
attacks in northern Iraq 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey 
bunched a second day of attacks 
Saturday into northern Iraq, 
saying it was determined to wipe 
out Turkish Kurdish guerrillas 
who killed at least 17 soldiers in a 
border raid. 

The operation was Turkey’s 
second in a month and third this 
year into Iraq. It was apparently 
triggered by attacks by guerrillas 
of the outlaw ed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) on border outposts 
with heavy weapons. 

But Iraqi Kurds said late Fri- 
day that the Turkish air force had 
used napalm bombs and struck 
civilian areas, not PKK bases. 

Earlier this month, the Turkish 
air force dropped napalm on civi- 
lian settlements in northern Iraq 
during an operation against the 
PKK, according to witnesses and 
local officials. 

At least three civilians were 
IdOed and dozens of people, in- 
cluding children, were wounded, 
according to local doctors. 

Western refief workers have 
expressed concern that the Tur- 
kish raids might disrupt dm reset- 
tlement of refugees. At least 1.5 
million Iraqi Kurds fled to the 
Iranian and Turkish borders after 
their rebellion against the Iraqi 
government was crushed follow- 
ing the Gulf war. 

A U.S.-led allied force helped 
resettle hundreds of thousands of 
them, and many are now rebuild- 
ing their homes. 

Tbe Anatolian news agency 
said crack troops, backed fay jet 


fighters, attacked PKK bases in 
side Iraq opposite the Turkis] 
town of Cukurca. 

It did not say how many troop 
were involved. 

Caretaker Prime Ministe 
Mesut Yflmaz said Friday nigh 
the raids would continue 
“Everyone should know that tfai 
Turkish state is one, permanen 
and powerful,” he told state-nu 
television. 

Government spokeswomai 
Imren Aykut said 4,000 troop 
backed by F-104 Starfighters am 
heli copte rs inflicted heavy fosse 
cm PKK rebels Friday and sen 
them fleeing deeper into Iraq. 

Mr. A ykut said about 400 tc 
500 PKK guerrillas attacked gen- 
darmerie posts in the southeast- 
ern Cukurca region Thursday 
night, killin g 1 7 sok fiers. Anato- 
lian said four PKK rebels died. 

Earlier Thursday, PKK rebeh 
had killed seven troops in ax 
ambush in Simak province «nr 
killed a civilian in an attarfr on c 
passenger train in Mas province, 

At least 90 Turkish sokfien 
have been killed so far this year ii 
PKK-linked incidents in the 

southeast, daily Cumhoriyet said 
Friday’s strike into Iraq was th< 

third cross-border attack by Tor 
key in the three months. The twe 
earlier Turkish incursions intc 
Iraq were sparked by PKK raid) 
that killed nine sokfiers in a gen 
dannerie port on Ang. 4 and 13 
soldiexs on border patrol on Oct 


— ... 
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Iraqi Kurds say they trying 
to conclude autonomy deal 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
Kurdish guerrilla groups will 
meet next week to try to decide 
whether to sign a draft autonomy 
accord with die Iraqi govern- 
ment, a Kurdish official said on 
Friday. 

Hoshyar Zebari, a senior mem- 
ber of the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP), said the Kurdistan 
Front, grouping eight Kurdish 
parries, would gather in rebel- 
held territory to bear the report 
of a delegation sent to test West- 
ern support for the Kurds. 

“If we reach a consensus in the 
front, which I personally think is 
unlikely, an agreement could be 
announced within days,” be told 
Reuters in Ankara, on his way to 
northern Iraq. 

JalaJ Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(FUK), was due in die Turkish 
capital Saturday and a PUK 
spokesman said he would head 
for northern Iraq Tuesday. 

Iraqi Kurds are split over the 
draft autonomy accord brought 
back from Baghdad in August by 
KDP leader Massoud Barzani af- 
ter four months of negotiations. 

Differences between the KDP 
and the PUK scuppered earlier 
attempts to reach a decision on 
whether to sign. 

. Anxious to maintain unity, the 
Kurdistan Front sent a delegation 
led by Mr. Talabani to Washing- 
ton and European capitals to 
assess bow much international 
support die Kurds command. 

' “The meetings were helpful,” 
said Mr. Zebari, a member of the 
delegation. “The U.S. adminis- 
tration gave us a recognition we 
had not had before and said they 
wanted to keep up the dialogue.” 
3J.S. officials has tokl- the 
Kpirds they wanted a democratic, 
pluralistic Iraq, but had no advice 
on the autonomy deal. 

.‘They won’t endorse it or 


oppose it,” Mr. Zebari said. 
“They said it’s our derision and 
we must resolve our own prob- 
lems. So in a way we got no 
answers to concrete questions.” 

Mr. Barzani has been more 
sceptical than Mr. Talabani about 
how much the Kurds should 
count on the West, despite the 
big allied mflitaiy relief effort 
mounted for Ktudish refugees 
after the failure of post-Gutf war 
rebellious against government. 

The United States, Britain and 
France have combat planes in 
southern Turkey to protect Kurds 
in the former refugee security 
zone in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Zebari said the allied fai- 
lure to prevent Turkish air raids 
aimed at Tebcl Turkish Kurds 
operating from northern Iraq bad 
shaken Kurdish confidence be- 
cause the raids had hit civilians in 
the security zone. Turkey denies 
causing civilian casualties. 

Ankara lauuched its third 
cross-border operation in three 
months Friday after a day of 
attacks by separatist Turkish 
Kurds in which 24 soldiers, one 
civilian and four rebels were lol- 
led. 


Mr. Zebari said the KDP 
would not sign the autonomy 
agreement unless the Iraqi gov- 
ernment named Sinjar, KHhanaqin 
and the oil-rich city of Kirkuk as 
disputed areas whose status 
would be settled later. 

“Barzani won't sign without 
resolving that,” he said, adding 
that Wn fiftHad had agreed that 
normalisation terms for the rest 
of Kurdistan would apply to the 
disputed areas and that Kirkuk 
would be jointly administered by 
Arabs, Kurds and Turkomans. 


Prisoner swap sought 

Kurdish guerrillas have said 
they are trying to swap captured 


Iraqi soldiers for the thousands of 
Kurds they say are held by the 
government. 

“Oar leaden say we mil hold 
onto these men until we get 
something in return,” said Kha- 
bat Saed Kbader of the Kurdistan 
Socialist Party (KSP). 

The KSP is one of two Kurdish 
political parties, backed by guer- 
rilla forces, holding more than 
600 Iraqi soldiers and officers 
prisoner in northern Iraq, Mr. 
Khader said. 

They were among about 4,000 
Iraqi' soldiers who were captured 
or surrendered during four days 
of fighting around the city of 
Sulaimaniyah earlier this month 
b which more than 400 people 
were killed or wounded. 

At least 60 captured Iraqi gov- 
ernment soldiers were shot or 
bludgeoned to death, but the 
majority were- released un- 
harmed. 

Mir. Khader said the KSP is 
bolding 314 Iraqi soldiers, includ- 
ing 33 officers, in Naopares. Ab- 
out 300 Iraqi officers are being 
held in Kalacfawalan by PUK. 

“These men are not prisoners, 
they are guests,” said Mr. Khad- 
er. 

According to Western relief 
officials, the proposed exchange 
of Iraqis for Kurdish civilians and 
information about missing Kurds 
has drawn a cool response from 
the Iraqi government. 

Kurdish political leaders 
charge that thousands of civilian 
Kurds are being held as political 
prisoners by the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

The Geneva-abased Interna- 
tional Committee for the Red 
Gross (ICRQ, which has an out- 
post in Penjwin about 30 
kilometres north of Naopares, 
refuses to comment on its in- 
volvement, if any, with the prop- 
osed prisoner exchange. 


Hersh 
retaliates 
with libel 
suits against 
Maxwell, 
Davies 


France, Iran resolve 
$1 billion loan dispute 


LONDON (AP) — Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist Seymour 
Hersh, accused of Hbeting media 
mogul Robert Maxwell in his 
book on Israel's nuclear program- 
me, filed three libel actions of his 
own on Friday. 

The author of “The Samson 
Option” issued writs for libel and 
slander against Mr. Maxwell, 
Daily Mirror foreign editor Nick 
Davies, and the Mirror group 
newspapers. 

AD three had filed suit against 
Mr.' Hersh Thursday. Mr. 
Hexsh’s book, which centres cm 
Israel’s nuclear programme, 
alleges Mr. Maxwell had dose 
links to the Israeli secret service, 
the Mossad, and that Mr. Dwies 
was involved in arms dealing. 

Both Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
Davies have denied the allega- 
tions, which prompted two mem- 
bers of parttament to call for an 
investigation earlier tins week. 

At least IS libel actions involv- 
ing the book have been filed since 
“The Samson Option” was pub- 
lished Sunday. 

Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Davies and 
Mirror group newspapers pre- 
viously filed suits against Faber 
and Faber, the book's publisher, 
and conservative legislator Ruper 
Allason, one of two lawmakers 
who raised Mr. Hexsh’s allegation 
in motions in the House of- Com- 


mons. 

Both Mr. Allason and l the 
publishers have filed counter- 
suits. 


PARIS (AP) — France and Iran 
are about to conclude an accord 
setting a (fispnte over a $1 biQion 
loan that has prisoned relations 
wnw- tile Islamic republic was 
formed 12 years ago, according to 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dnptt; 

“The negotiator hare finished 

their work,” Mr. Dumas tokl 
France-Inter Ratio Friday. “We 
are going through the texts with a 
fine-tooth comb. They should be 
iritwHail today.” 

Hie said he expected to sign the 
accord “in the coming days or 
weeks.” 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Daniel Bernard said that both 
sides agreed to keep the terms of 
the agreement confidential. 

Iran has made dear that set- 
ding the dispute was indispens- 
able to normalising relations. 
France sees it as a means to 
participate in the Iranian effort to 
rebuild the country after eight 
years of war with Iraq. 

However, the Aug. 6 assassins-* 
turn of former Iranian Prime 
Minister Shah Bakhtiar has again 
clouded the horizon as French 
investigators inch towards the 
Tehran regime. 

French judicial authorities 
issued an international arrest 
warrant Wednesday for an Ira- 
nian government official, Hossein 
Sheflchattar, counsellor to Iran's 
telecommunications minister, for 
complicity in the killing and rela- 
tions with a terrorist enterprise. 
Three other Iranians have been 
chaiged, and officials are trying 
to d e term i ne whether the assas- 
sination was carried out on behalf 
of the' Tehran regime. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
still plans in principle to make a 
trip to Tehran, Mr. Dumas said, 
adding that no date had been set. 


It has been planned for this fall 
and thought the accord would be 
signatured then. _ 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), reporting 
from Paris, said that Mr- Dumps 
would the accordLiu Tehran 
but no date has been set-.i j, 

Teaman Deputy Foreign Mhrib- 
ter Mahmoud Vaeri, chief Ira- 
nian negotiator, arrived in Pam 
Wednesday for what Mr. Dumas 
suggested was the final round of 
talks. 

The dispute grew out of a $1 
billion 1974 loan made by Shah 
f^nhnrrrmarl Reza Pahlavi to the 
French Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion to bnfld a uranium enrich- 
ment plant. 

France has repaid two install- 
ments Of the loan amounting to a 
total of $630 nuUkm. But ban is 
demanding accumulated interest, 
and France, in turn, seeks com- 
pensation for contracts broken 
after the Iranian revolution with a 
consortium of French companies 
which were to build nuclear reac- 
tors. 


Mr. Dumas earlier tins week 
confirmed reports of a last- 
minute I ranian demand to pro- 
cure enriched uranium as part of 
tins settlement He said then it 
was one of two remaining obsta- 
cles, the other being a fiscal 
matter. 

Mr. Bernard said the uranium 
issue was resolved “to the satis- 
faction of both parties,” but did 
not elaborate. 

The demand for enriched ura- 
nium backfired plans to conclude 
tire accord in July during a visit 
here by Foreign Minister AJi 
Akbar Vclayati. Under a 1975 
accord, Iran was to procure a 
portion of tire enriched uranium 
from tire plant 


KING MEETS DELEGATION: Hb Majesty 
Homria Saturday with the jefert Jardariao-Pakstinian delegation to 
the Mlddfc East pence conference la Madrid which opens Oct 3§ 
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Iraq seeks, 
foreign 
experts to 
boost its 
oil output 


U.N. says it found ‘complete .... 
Iraqi nuclear weapon blueprint? 


NEW YORK (R) — War- 
ravaged Iraq is inviting foreign oil 
experts to help boost its ofl out- 
put but U.S. oil industry sources 
say the volatile political climate in 
that country is still too risky. 

For now the print is moot 
because of U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq. Bnt experts say that even 
when those sanctions are lifted 
Western companies will tread 
warily. 

“U.S. ofl firms wouldn’t want 
to risk endangering their person- 
nel. An American in Baghdad 


has a target on his back,” said 
Charles McPadden of consultants 
Bonner Moore. 

Iraq’s 03 Minister Osama A1 
Hiti said Wednesday that Iraq 
would invite foreign ofl com- 
panies to help it raise its ofl 
production to more than six mil- 
lion barrels a day by 1994. Right 
now Iraq is producing 450,000 
barrels, down sharply from 3.1 
mini rmTiarreK'.pira ahead of 
tire Gulf crisis in August 1990. 

An ofl industry, source- at. the 
world petroleum conference in 
Buenos Aires this week said 
Iraq's bid for foreign participa- 
tion in its industry was the most 
important development since the 
state nationalised foreign oil com- 
panies in 1972. 

Bnt tire time is not right for 
forays into Iraq, ofl experts said. 

Aside from the physical dan- 
gers of placing staff in what is still 
considered “hostile” territory in 
the wake of the Gulf war many 
companies are leery about invest- 
ing in a country where the pc^Htio- 
al future is so uncertain. 

“In order for firms to invest 
there they’ll want to make sore 
there’s domestic and internation- 
al political stability,” said Cyrus 
Tahmassebi, economist at Ash- 
land Ofl Inc, based in Ashland, 
Kentucky. 

American ofl companies also 
fear public backlash. 

“Most Western .firms believe a 
sitgma is attached with Iraq as 
long as it is associated with poli- 
tical disfavour," said Cyril Malak 
of Energy Security Analysis Inc. 
“Sanctions determine the politic- 
al correctness of deal ing with 
Iraq.” 

But some industry sources said 
many companies have been wait- 
ing for an opportunity to tap into 
that ofl-rich country. 

“A lot of people have been 
interested in Iraq due to its 
potential. People have been 
drooling for this opportunity,” 
said one oil industry executive 
who requested anonymity. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. weapons inspectors have 
obtained Baghdad’s complete 
blu ep ri n ts for a working nuclear 


weapon, U.N. weapons experts 
< * ni fiiu n»«t Friday. 

Before tire Gulf war disrupted 
Iraq’s midear programme, Bagh- 
dad could have produced a 
“working” nuclear bomb in about 
a year or 15 months, U.N. nuc- 
lear expert Michel St Mleux has 


Only inadequate supplies of 
(fissionable uranium and pluto- 
nium prevented Baghdad from 
budding the bomb, tire French 
midear expat said. 

Although the U-N.’s Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) and U.N. inspection 
teams had seized numerous docu- 
ments on various aspects of Iraq’s 
nuclear prog ram me, Friday’s dis- 
closure was the first confirmation 
that tire design for a co m plete 
working weapon had been found. 

The Iraqi plan was for an 
"implosion-type” atomic 
weapon. Such a midear device 
requires less enriched uranium 
Hun a crude H iros him a-stylc A- 
bomb, wtakfa explodes, and is 


larger and heavier. 

“Yon could put it on a rms- 
sile,” said Johan Molander, the 
spokesman for tire U.N. s pecia l 
commissio n, that is dntnuintinig 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

The first-generation 
Hiroshima-style bombs were so 
cumbersome that they could only 
be delivered by an airplane, he 
said. 

Previously translated docu- 
ments from Baghdad concluded 
only that Iraq was engaged in a. 
broad-based effort to design and 
develop an implosion-type nuc- 
lear weapon, but did not hint that 
tire (flans had been completed 
and perfected. 

Tire disclosure frikrws the com- 
pletion tins week of the seventh 
IAEA unclear inspection visit to 
Iraq, led by Dimitri Femcos, an 
IAEA inspector from Greece. 

After months of denials, tire 
Iraqi government admitted last 
week that it had a nuclear 
weapons “res e arch” programme, 
but said no political decision to 
actually bnfld a bomb had been 
made. 

Under tire April 3 Golf war 


ceasefire resolution, tire Security 
Qramral obliged Iraq to cooperate 
with the United Nations in the 
destruction of its nndear, chemic- 
al and biological weapons poten- 
tial as weD as kmger-range mis- 

■1m. * 

Mr. St. Mleux disclosed Thurs- 
day that Iraq had gone beyond 
the design phase of its midear 
weapons programme and was 
conducting test blasts of nndear 
weap ons components at a secret 
desert site before the Gulf war. 

The components tested were 
high-explosive lenses, which en- 
able engineers to boost the power 
of an atomic blast, Mr. St. Mleux 


The ex p e rim ents as well as tire 
discoveiy that Iraq was producing 
fitinum-6 indicated that Iraq was 
working toward developing a 
hyd ro gen bomb, Mr. St. Mkmx 
said. 

The Security Council on Oct. 
11 banned Iraq’s atomic program- 
me so it cannot be used as a cover 
for weapons research, and de- 
cided to monitor indefinitely its 
chemical and bkflogjcal weapons 
programmes and ballistic mis- 
siles. 
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EC’s participation In Mideast 
talks step towards political union 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Community's (EC) parti- 
cipation next week m Middle 
East peace talks will mark an 
important step in its efforts to be 
recognised as ah influential play- 
er on the world stage. 

Bnt it will fall abort of earlier 
ambitions by the dozen West 
European nations to share equal 
billing with the United Stales and . 
Soviet Union as co-sponsors of, 
tire co nf e ren ce opening Wednes- 
day in Madrid. 

The EC is expected to have 
Gttie influence on any political 
solution the conference reaches; 
a reflection of tire 00010111131/8 
relatively small role in Mideast 
diptomacy. 

The ECs political rifle in tire 
Middle East has been minimal 
beside that of the United States 
and this was magnified daring the 
Gulf war. 

But jfae bloc is Israel’s number 
j partner and has charf- 
mflfions of dollars to Arab 
states. It could provide expertise 
and inducements - for progress if 
the conference eventually moves 
forward into taririfng regional 
economic issues. 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
van den Broek, whose country 
bolds the community's rotating 
presidency, will represent the 



one 


community as a “participant” in 
tire parley. 

That term according to some, 
denotes a higher status than 
observer but is not quite at the 
level of co-sponsor. “It puts us on 
a Httie different footing than the 
others,” said Mr. Van den 
Brock’s spokesman. Dig Istha. 

Whatever the tide, the com- 
munity is happy to be included. 

“There is no criticism in any 
European country about the sta- 
tus of the European Commun- 
ity,” Luxembourg Foreign Minis- 
ter Jacques Poos said. “Eveiy- 
body is satisfied.” 

Officials see EC presence at 
the talks as a sign the trading bloc 
is gaining importance in world 
politics. 

The group is negotiating 
change^ in its c on st i t ut ion so the 
dozen rations can form a loosely 
knit political union, with a com- 
mon foreign, security and maybe 
defence policy. 

The goal is to build up the 
community’s political muscle to 
match its economic strength. 

Mr. Poos, who helped arrange 
the EC’s participation in the 
peace talks, said in a telephone 
interview that its inclusion, is “a 
recognition of the political role of 
the community” — even before 
the political union exists. 

Even so, the community’s im- 


pact on tire conference will likely 
be grea te st during eventual dis- 
cussions on regional economic 
development. 

“But tins doesn’t mean tire 
community intends to be absent 
from the political settlement. We 
intend to follow that extremely 
closely as well,” said Pierre- 
Etienne Champenois, head of tire 1 
ECs ad hoc foreign policy arm. 

West European nations, parti- 
cularly Britain and France, have 
long had ties to the Middle East, 
including former colonial hdd- 
ings there. Israel recently agreed 
to let an EC official supervise aid 
programmes in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But the community’s political 
influence in the region has 
waned. The United States gained 
new leverage after defeating Iraq 
in the Gulf War and freeing 
Kuwait 

And Israel has been uneasy 
about tire involvement of pro- 
Arab nations in Western Europe, 
fearing they might try to force 
concessions it considers unfair. 

The community has supported 
calls for Israel to give up land 
seized in tire 1967 war. 

The EC nations are: Belgium, 
Britain, Denmark, France, Ger- 
many, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Portugal and Spain. 
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MADRID (Agencies)— An esti- 
mated 12,000 pafice crcfl gsftrdf 
will be on doty in Madrid as part 
of “Operation Pax," lire gown- 
meat's security plan for has 
week’s hfidesst peace confer- 
ence, newspapers sa y. 

Government spokeswoman 
Rosa Grade told Spanish repor- 
ter 4,000 extra law enforcement 
a gwnts would be brought to tire 
capital to patrol the city during 
the talks, scheduled to begin Oct 
30. 

Shw said the government was 
working dosely with U.S. and 
Soviet security agents. The two* 
countries, which arc co- 
sponsoring the long-a waited 
talks, are in charge of security 
fr warfe the royal palace. where the 
is being held. 
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“It’s going to be a success. 
Everything a set," Ms. Goode 
when asked about Opera- 
tion Pax. 

But she admitted tire govern- 
ment was worried about the 
capacity of the airport, where tire 
sheer numbers of incoming parti- 
cipants, journalists and observers 
CT«lrf camse massive 1 1 ■■ 




An 4,500 jou rnalists 

are expected to cover the event. 
Ms. Goode did not say how many 
people would make up the de- 


Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and the P alestinian s are 
par ti c ipa ting in the conference. 


the first since a failed 1973 parley 
in Geneva, Switzerland. UJ5. 
President George Bush and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
are to a mini-summit a day 
before delivering opening re- 
marks at the talks. 

ParanriKtaiy civil guards will 
mount vigfls at tire airport, armed 
tire royal palace and at tire press 
centre. 

The national police force is to 
guard hotels where the delega- 
tion are slaying and embassies of 
participating countries. 

Interior Minister Jose Lu i s 
Corcuera and other ntimsters 
hold strategy meetings every 
evening and tank* are aiready /a 
position at Madrid .Barajaagir-. 
piqri: east of'MadmC r .„ ,, i • 

i J jfade fhff pt ' tepntmpfe, which 
wul continue to operate normal- 
ly, officers in bullet-proof vests 
are already on patrol. 

Repo rt e r s are expected to be- 
gin arriving in Madrid this 
weekend to take up residence in 
hotels that, have been fully 
booked almost from the moment 
tire news of the conference venue 
broke. 

By tire time talks are in full 
swing, Madrid could have an 
extra 10,000 residents. 

The Pabel De k» Ctistales, a 
■huge glass exhibition hall in tire 
Casa de Campo park, is being 
tinned into a media c en tre with 
the help of 60 local firms. 

In an area of 23,000 square 
metres, thousand telephones win 
■ring at a t ho usand desks where 
five hundred type w r i te r s — in- 
ducing 40 with Hebrew script 
and 50 with Arabic — will darter. 

Most national delegations will 
also have offices there. But the 
White House has picked a hotel 
on the opposite side of tire dty to 
set up its base. 

The difficulties of getting 
across town are being brushed 
aside by tire au t h or i ties, who are 
laying cm fleets of minibuses to 
feny participants between the 
Pabellon and the elegant 
Vexsaflks-Hke Royal Palace. 

But Official convoys risk getting 
snarled up on one of Madrid’s 
nightmarish traffic jams. Peace - 
c o nference or not, many people 
are «tfll plamwnp to j u m p their ■ 
cars and head oS for the annual 
AA Samts Day holiday on Nov. 1. 
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CBJ official leaves 

lor meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — \ sAtral 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Saeed 
Nabulri loft Amman for Cairo 
Saturday to take part in the 
meeting of the Arab Invest- 
ments Corporation’s supervis- 
ing co mmi tt e e which w0I start 
there Sunday. The co mmittee 
wiD dferawa several issues re- 
lated to the corporation's acti- 
vities- The committee groups 
representatives of Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Morocco. 


Jordan, India hold 
talks 


AMMAN (7.T.) — A delega- 
tion re pre s en t in g the Indian 
Ministry of Civil Aviation will 
visit Jordan next month. The 
delegation is expected to hold 
talks with Jordanian officials 
On organising air transport be- 
tween Jordan and 


Amman livestock 
count completed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Governor Issa Omari Saturday 
raid the fivestock count, which 
started in the govemo r ate late 
last week, has ended. He said 
that a total of 1,910 people 
from the min i st ries of agdnil- 
txtre, ed u cation, supply, the 
General Statistics Department 
and the Public Security De- 
partment took part in the 
count, which he described as 
one of die most accurate. He 
added that die total number of 
fivestock heads in die Amman 
area is 91,532, owned by 1,456 
persons. 


Road temporarily 
closed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ibrahim 
Habashneh Street will be 
dosed for traffic as of today 
until next Friday, the Traffic 
De p artm ent an nr w ni*rf Satur- 
day. Dep artm ent sources said 
the closure of the road, which 
eoonocts Amman mid Zarqa. is 
due to maintenance 



depart 


has prepared, in c ooperation 
with the Traffic Engineering 
Department of die Amman 
m u nic ipality, substitute roads 
to be used by passengers 
travelling between Amman 
and Rosetta during the closure 
period. 


Jordan polo team 
wins 


AMMAN (7.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian polo team defea t ed the 
British Army team based in 
Cyprus 6-4 in the match held 
Saturday at Zarqa Polo Field. 
The first dmkker ended 24), 
with visiting team ahead and 
then 3-1 before the Jor danian 
team scored its second goal 
and the equaliser in the second 

dmkker. The Jordanian team 
led again in the third dmkker 
at 6-3 while the British team 
scored its fourth goal in the 
fou rth dmkker. at the final 
whistle. Minister of Youth 
Saleh Irsbeidat p re se nted the 
trophy to Jordan captain 
Amour AHfmoud. 


Meeting reviews 30 
working papers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Surgeons 
repre se nt i ng the private and 


repres et 

pnbficsi 


, Sc sectors in Jordan Friday 

ended a two-day meeting at the 
Jerusalem Hotel in Amman 
after reviewing 30 working 
papers doling with a host of 
internal treatments 


and surgery matters. One of 
the participants in the 19th 
Annual Conference of Jorda- 
nian S u r geon s described the 
discussion as purely profes- 
sional, with at te ntion dir ected 
to topics of concern to Jorda- 
nian doctors and specialists. 
He said delegates exchanged 


views and information which 
would be of benefit to Jorda - 
nian surgeons. The meetings, 
organised by the Jordan 
Smgeoos Society, were opawd 
Thursday by Minister of 
Health Mamdouh A1 Abbacfi, 
who said that the Health 
Ministry was determined to 
give moral and material sup- 
port to the Jordanian Medical 
Association (JMA), which is 
considered .as a channel of 
c omm i t rrie ation between the 
the minwJ iy and die 
Iftrai community. 




Group 
deplores 
embargo 
on Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The- general 
secretariat of the pan-Arab Soli- 
darity Conference with the Iraqi 
people issued a statement Satur- 
day cal l i ng cm the Arab and 
Islamic worlds to intensify a cam- 
paign to end the blockade on the 
Iraqi people. 


The statement^, which followed 

a yfwn l mee ting hoM in Amman 

in die past week, said - that it 
formed a preparatory co mmi ttee 
to embark. -on collecting dona- 
tions for Iraq to alleviate die 
snffering of its people. 


The statement called on the 
Arab and Islamic to fight 

off current attempts to starve Iraq 
through meas ure s for ending the 



SWEARING-IN CEREMONY — Jordan’s 


dom, Fuad Ayyoub, took the oath Saturday 
before His Majesty King Hussein. The oath- 
taking ceremony was a tt en de d by His Royal 


Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber. King Hussein confer- 
red on Mr. Ayyoub, who was a senior official at 
the Royal Court, the A1 Istiklal Medal of the 
First Order. 


Officials: Low production, reliance on imported 
animal feed main problems of local breeders 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Among the 
most chronic problems facing cat- 
tle and sheep breeders in Jordan 
and neighbouring countries are 
low level production and con- 
tinued reliance on imported 
animal feed, Agriculture Minister ' 
Subhi A1 Qasexn said Saturday. 

These issues, coupled with the 
lack of proper organisation of 
farmers’ work and the presence 
of a gap between what is being 
applied m the experimental sta- 
tions and the fields, tend to com- 
plicate agricultural work,' the 
minister raid at die opening ses- 
sion of a training seminar on- 
sheep nutrition and management 
held at Amra Hold in Amman. 

Short and medium term poli- 
cies are required to deal with such 
questions, the minister said. 

In die short term, he said. 


modern technology should be ap- 
plied on a large scale, especially 
in provkfing protection to crops 
from diseases, organising the far- 
mers into societies and groups 
and embarking on a national 
prog ram me for improving lives- 
tock wealth through artificial in- 
semination techniques, the minis- 
ter said. 

In the medium term, he con- 
tinued, new methods for market- 
ing products and the provision of 
animal vaccines are of vital im- 
portance. But in the long run, he 
added, biology-related techni- 
ques should be introduced on a 
commercial basis for improving 
fivestock wealth. 

In addition, changes should be 
done to nutritional patterns like 
giving priority to the production 
of white meat and fish and reduc- 


ing reliance on red meat as a 
source of protein Dr. Qaaem said. 

The two- week training course 
is organised by the International 
Centre for Agriculture Research 
in the Dry Areas (IGARDA) and 
the Arab Centre for the Studies 
of Arid Zones and Dry Lands 
(ACSAD). 

ICARDA Regional Coordina- 
tor Nasri Haddad said that the 
c ur re nt two week training semi- 
nar was part of an overall prog- 
ramme implemented by the 
Masbreq Project, which is a re- 
gional project sponsored by the 
United Nation Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the 
Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development, foenring on 
the improvement of barley fodder 
and sheep in the critical rainfall 
zones of Syria, Jordan and Iraq. 


During the course, specialists 
from ICARDA, ACSAD, Jordan 
and Cyprus win lecture on sheep 
responses to nutrition in pregnan- 
cy and lactating ewyes, manage- 
ment of Budding ewes and their 
lambs, lamb fattening systems 
and practical management. 

In addition, methods of evaluat- 
ing nutritive value of feeds and 
the importance of by^prodnetkm, 
vi t amin and mineral will be dis- 
cussed. Morever, mam parasites 
and diseases that infect sheep in 
the west Asian region will be 
discussed with diagnosis and con- 
trol methods. 

The 14 participants from Jor- 
dan, Syria, Iraq, Tunisia and 
Morocco trill make field trips to 
sheep owner flocks and sheep 
stations for more practical expert- 




Seminar discusses use of biotechnology 


to increase meat production 


AMMAN (J-T.) — A two-day 
meeting started at tlte University' 
of Jordan Saturday to a 

cooperative project entitled M Ap-' 
plication of Biotechnology to the 
Development of Agriculture in 
Jordan” held in cooperation with . 
McGill University in Montreal 


and sponsored by the Canadian 
Development 


Internat iona l 
Agency (ODA) and the Um- 
vexrity of Jordan. 

The pmpOGe’of the project is to 
introduce new biotechnology to 
imp rove animal production, de- 
velop plant tissue culture and 


cadres of teams w^^ ! 

acquire training to follow up the 
implementation of this vital pro- 
ject, Dr. Abu Gbaxbteh said. Of * 
late, voices were raised in the 
Arab World demanding a cut on ' 
food import bills through the 
introduction of measures leading 
to increasing food production and 
f-suffiaency, said Dr. Abu 


through professional exchange*' 
and both short and long training 
pro gra mmes. 

Dr. Walid Abu Ghartxefa, the. 
Faculty of Agriculture dean, 
opened the sessions by underfill- 
ing die importance of the project 
far Jordan's agricultural sector. 

Work on the project, which 
started in 1990, will continue for 
five years during which sufficient 


He said that Jordan, fike the 
other Arab countries, faces a 
continual decline in livestock pro- 
ducts and has to import up to 80 
per cent of its needs of red 'meat 
and dairy products. Dr. Abu 
Gbaxbfeh added that strenuous 
efforts should be exerted to 


noting that the project was ope of 

die most vital schemes for Jor- 
dan. 

The two-day meeting is de- 
signed to train 20 participants on 
various aspects of artificial in- 
semination and embryo transfer 
in cattle, both in the laboratory 
and in the farm. Participants will 
become familiar with the estrous 
cycle, its manipulation, heat de- 
tection, egg fertilisation and im- 
plantation, pregnancy diagnosis, 
semen collection and handling 
artificial insemination and 
embryo transfer. 


and consumption 
through the utilisation of modem 
technology. 

WQfism Pound, first secretary 
at the Canadian embassy here, 
..delivered an address commend- 
ing the ongoing cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Canada and 


The participants, from ’the 
Ministr y of Agriculture, coopera- 
tive societies and cattle breeders 
as well as postgraduate students, 
will hear four detailed lectures on 
these topics and do practical 
.work. 


Participants in die CIDA fi- 
nanced project will be provided 
with the equipment and fagKtfcg 
for their course. 


IBM strongly represented at 
Amman Computer Expo 91 


AMMAN — IBM wffi be 
strongly represented at the 
Amman “Computer Expo 91” 
show opening on Monday. 

IBM dealers in Jordan are ' 
being supported by the region- 
al distributor. Gulf Business 
Madtmes (GBM) a$d wffl take' a 
total floor area 'of over 200 
square meters, almost a thud 
of the central exhibition area. 


We ll- kno wn local traders 
CEB, GGE, Unitech and SSC 
will be showing several IBM 
products and software, of 
*pedal interest to smaQ-to- 
meclium business and scientific 
users. 


“IBM, RISC System 6000 is a 
desktop supercomputer with 
nine different configurations 
offering highly sperialized ap- 
plication in science and en- 
gineering. It has the capacity to 
model mmmrifmal construc- 
tions of reservoirs and geoph- 
ysical features and is aim in- 
creasingly used in civil en- 
gineering and construction 
modeling. 

AS/400 *D’ series is the latest 
range of 11 new models in tins 
very popular IBM product* 
series, first introduced in 1988. 
AS/400 is a highly flexible 
powerhouse able to operate as 
a sophisticated 'machine for 



Mustafa Rugibani 


advanced applications, as a 
network saver for high-power 
mainframes, and as a mini- 
processor serving several ter- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tt Art exUbifion by Abdul Ranf Shamoun, KMfcft 

Moh a mm a d Honda Abduflah at Abtfad Braced Shuman 
Foundation Gallery (Open 10 bjd. til 5 pan.) 

■fr Art exUMkn by Iraqi artist Sfaa Ala at the Royal Gritnrri 
Centre. 


* Exhflbttfoa entitled “Sheikh IbraHm — Johann Lndwfng 
Rarchhart (1784-1917)** at the reception hal of the Kmd, 
Cultural Cadre. 


fr Ait csUMtiou by Jardnba artists Ghana* Aba Laban, Had& 
Ah k Aba Jndch and Sanaa 'Hindi at the Royal 
CUtnrd Centre. 

* BiM i M i w of wader colour p, datings b 
Jennifer Bowker at Alla Art GaBery 


artist 


The highlight of IBM’s per- 
sonal system (PC) range on 
display wffl be the new port- 
ables, including a laptop mid a 
notebook winch IBM has re- 
cently added to this pioneering 
range. Several others PCs will 
also be demonstrated. 

Heading up die GBM repre- 
sentation ax tire exhibition is 
Jordan Country Manager 
Omar -Halwani and GBM 
group General Manager Mus- 
tafa Rnribam from headquar- 
ters in Bahrain. GBM has ex- 
clusive representation of IBM 
throughout the Gulf stales (ex- 
cept Saudi Arabia), and in 
Yemen and Syria, alk) covered 
by Mr. Hal warn from the Jor- 
dan office. 


Salt Chamber 

of Commerce, 
AYF to hold 
elections 


SALT (J.T.) — A total of 1,137 
merchants in Salt will elect their 
rune-member Chamber of Com- 
merce Monday. 


Competing for the chamber 
seats are 19 contestants belonging 
to two blocks, namely the In- 
novation and Reform Bloc and 
the Solidarity Bloc, according to 
a report in the Arabic drily A1 
Ra’L 


Abo in Salt, elections of the 
Balqa Chapter of the Arab Youth 
Forum’s (AYF) a dmini str a tive 
board will be held Monday at the 
Youth Department premises. 
The preparatory con nm tteq cal- 
led on all members of tbe general 
assembly to settled tiirir financial 
obligations before being able to 
cast their vote. 
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RJ signs agreement to join 


central reservation system 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Royal Jordanian 
Antilles (RJ), along with nine 1 
other members of the Arab Air 
farriers Organisation 
(AACO), has signed an agree- 
ment in Dubai with the Euro- 
pean Comprehensive Distribu- 
tion Company regarding the 
introduction of a central re- 
servation system for the parti- 
cipating airline companies. 

The system, known as 
Galileo, collects information to 
a reservation centre and en- 
ables travel agents to book 
passengers on flights all over 
the world as well as make other 
travel-related reservations 
possible, officials said. 

“The Galileo system makes 
airline reservation easier and 
enables travel agents to make 
hotel reservation and car ren- 
tals ahead of time ,” Majdi 
Sabri, a vice president of RJ 



should be booked into the 
main Galileo center in Wind' 
sor, Britain, and should be- 
come effective by May of 
1992.” 


According to Mr. Sabri, the 
significance of the agreement 
signed stems from the fact that 
tins is the first time that Arab, 
carrier companies have agreed 
to join a global distribution 
system. He added that be feels 
certain that the Galileo sys- 
tem will give more accessibility 
to airlines all over the world.. 


Mitfdi Sabri 


Although the agreement 
finalised last week has been 
signed, it will be a few months 
before the system is instated, 
Mr. Sabri said. 

“The technical details re- 
main to be arranged before the 
system is in effect,” Mr. Sabri 
said. ‘This reservation system 


The nine other participating 
companies that signed the 
agreement are Middle East 
Airlines, Saudi Airlines, Sy- 1 
rian Airlines, Yemeni Airlines, - 
Egyptian Airlines, Libyan Air- 
fines, United Arab Emirates 
Airlines, Kuwait Airlines and. 
the Gulf Airlines. 

The Galileo system is 
already installed in 33,000 
travel agencies and 330 airline 
companies worldwide. 



Kamel Abo Jaber 


EC-Jordan 

council 

plans 

November 


meeting 


AMMAN — On the recom- 
mendation of the. Jordanian 
go v ernment, the European 
-Community has agreedito hold- 
a meeting of the EC-Jordan 
.Cooperation Council in Brus- 
sels on seh on Nov. 4. 

The Cooperation Council 
was established under the 1977 
cooperation agreement be- 
tween the EC and Jordan as 
the body to define periodically, 
guidelines of cooperation. Its 
specific task is to seek ways 
and means of establishing clos- 
er relations in trade and indus- 
try, the development of Jor- 
dan’s infrastructure and scien- 
ce and technology, the protec- 
tion of the environment and 
any other areas upon which the 1 
two sides might agree. 

Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber is expected to lead 
the Jordanian delegation to the 
meeting while the presidency 
■of the EC will lead the Euro- 
pean delegation. Other EC 
member, state foreign minis- 
ters are expected to attend. 

The Cooperation Council 
meetings will be followed by 
meetings between the Jorda- 
nian delegation and the Euro- 
pean commisrion. 


Doctors decry poor health 
situation in occupied territories 


AMM AN (Petra) — The health 
static® in the occupied Arab 
territories was among the ™in 
topics discussed by the Arab Doc- 
tors Federation (ADF) council 
meeting, which was conclu d ed in 
Tunisia in the past week, accord- 
ing to Federation Secretary 
General Hassan kimas . 


Dr. Khrris, who chaired the- 
15-member federation council 
meeting, said the delegates* 
voiced tiieir frill support to the 
Palestinian people and de- 
nounced as mHnm«m Israel’s cur- 
rent policies of mass punishment 
practiced against tbe Arab people 
of Palestine. 


In its final statement, the fed- 
eration council called on the in- 
ternational co mmuni ty to deal 
with work! issues on equal footing 
and implement UJN. Security 
Council resolutions on Palestine 


and the Middle East questions, 
said Dr. Khreis in a statement 
upon returning to Amman from 
the Tunis meeting. 

He said that the council voiced 
backing to the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s intifada aimed at re gaining 
their rights and usurped lands. 

The delegates emphasised the 
need to protect Lebanon’s 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity and denounced Israel's 
continued occupation of southern 
Lebanon and its flagrant interfer- 
ence in Lebanon’s internal 
affairs. 

The meeting demanded an end 
to the economic blockade im- ' 
posed on Iraq which it said has 
led to a deteriorating health situa- 
tion in the country. 

Dr. Khreis said that the state- 
ment voiced support for Sudan’s 
sovereignty and ter ri tor ia l in- 
tegrity. 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Location: Dier Gbar (Swefieh). 

Unfurnished villa consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, living and dining area, nice kitchen, 
room, brand new, good for a small family. 
Rent JD 6,000. Only 2 years in advance. 
Call: 687821, 887822. 


open 

maid 


Role of media in 


controlling environmental 
pollution discussed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif 
Saturday inaugurated a -six-day 
Bum on the role of the 


symposn 
media in 


in protecting foe environ- 
ment. 

The course, organised by the 
Jordanian Society for the Control 
of Env ironmental Pollution 
(JSCEP), -arms at sensitising peo- 
ple on the importance of addres- 
sing environmental issues. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Society President Ahmad 
Obeidat caned for the creation of 
a public information media sup- 
port system to contribute towards 
prom ot in g aw aren ess of environ- 
mental issues. He said that Jor- 
dan needs dear policies designed 
to serve national objectives, in- 
cluding environmental integrity. 

This cannot be done without a 
'media support system capable of 
reaching out to the public, he 
said. The system should be 
.gpided tty a. workplan, tas^on 
reliable information mid scientific 
and technological facts, '^^ng 
into consideration die society’s, 
values, cultures and the socio- 
economic dimensions, Mr. 
Obeidat said. 

He added that dealing with tbe 
en vir o nm ent, natural resources 
and the population growth 
equilibrium is a national duty and 
- a moral responsibility. He stres- 
sed the role of the meefia in 
promoti n g e n vironmental aware- 
ness among members of the pub- 
lic, saying that such a rede is 
receiving increasing attention in 
tbe modern states and advanced 
co m munities. 

Mr. Obeidat pointed oat that 
environmental issues have a 
strong relation to the health of 
people, the usage of land and 
water resources, and the planning 


of h uman resources as well as the 
migration from urban to rural 
areas. 

Mr. Sharif, who opened the 
course, called for integrating tiie’ 
environment subject into health 
and education awareness prog- 
rammes aired by the media. He 
stressed tbe role of the media' fir 
informing people abont dangers 
of e n vironmental pollution. 

The acting resident representa- 
tive of the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme (UNDP),; 
Rafiq Shukur, voiced the* 
UNDP’s support for the protec- 
tion of environment, noting that 
the programme is financing, 
national and regional projects for 
the protection of the environment 
such as forestation, increasing die 
area of rain-fed land and controll- 
ing desertification. 

He added that the programme 
wifi cany out studies aimed at 
protecting the ozone layer and 
noted that Jordan has been 
selected as one of the com tries 
where the study will be carried 
out He also said that a team of; 
experts anil be arriving in Jordan.' 
to means of avoiding en- 

vironmental disasters caused by. 
chemical and industrial pollu- 
tants. 

The (firector of the United Na- . 
tions Environmental Programme 
(UNEP) for Western Aria, Fuad 
Kanbour, reviewed .the interna- 
tional conventions on tbe en^. 
vironm ent, and said the program- 
me had concluded eight conveifc- 
tions and 18 protocols on protect-' 
mg marine fife. He pointed out. 
that more than 25,000 people are; 
dying every day because of the: 
mismanagement of water re- 
sources while' two thirds of the. 
world’s population live without 
pure, safe water. 






MINISTRY OK Pl'BUC WORKS & HOUSING’ 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 



Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
General Tenders announcement 
Invitation to tender No. (143/91) 

Local contractors classified in field of buildings classifica- 
tion grade first or second and international contractors in 
the same field and classification who are interested in 
participating in this tender are requested to contact the 
Government Tender Directorate at Minishy of Public 
Works and Housing, Amman, Jordan to receive tender 
documents starting from 24/10/1991 and in accordance 
with the following terms:- 


Description of tender: 

Construction of Al-Musheirfah Comp. Boys School 
area (3865)™^ 

Construction of AJ-Rusaifa Comp. Girls School area 
( 3965 ^. 

Construction of Wadi Al-Haddada Comp. Girls School- 
area (2674)m 2 . 


b. The project is partially financed by the International* 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 


c. Work load will be considered in awarding. 

d. Tender price J.D. 200 non-refundable. 


e. Last date for purchase of tender documents on 
November 11th, 1991. 


f. Offers shall be submitted to the Government Directo- 
rate before 13.30 local time on Saturday 23rd of 
November 1991. 


Deputy Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Mahmud Madl 
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A noble task 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein, in a letter appointing 
Dr. Abdul Safaun Mqjati, Jordan's chief negotiator, 
Saturday emphasised the Kingd o m's eagerness and 
keenness to achieve a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East region. 

“The present stage requires the mobQisatioxi of all 
rational forces to confront the challenge of achieving 
justice and a just, durable and comprehensive peace 
for the the whole region,” the King wrote to Dr. 
Majah. Dr. MqjaK and his colleagues were carefully 
chosen for their fine credentials, competence and 
desire for peace. They are some of the finest Jordanian. 
djpkmmK j academics, and rnldiws. Their 

mandate, as has been many times articulated by the 
King, is to seek lasting solutions to the Middle East 
conflict in order to ensure that “future generations 
may live a decent, secure and stable life.” The 
Jordanian delegation, all graduates of the King’s 
humane and courageous school, will go into history 
books as the pioneers of peace. Thar’s is a noble, 
though dfiffirnltj task. They venture into a ground 
never trodden before; a ground full of fear, 
apprehension and prejudice on all sides. Thor mission 
requires vision, patience, courage and endurance. The 
hearts of all peace-loving people will be with them. 
Jordan might be one of the smallest countries in the 
region in terms of population, area or resources, but it 
certainly has been a leading nation in its moderation 
and purs ui t off peace. 

We go to the peace conference with open hearts and 
minds and with a determination to spare the future 
generations the agonies and miseries of war. . 

The Jordanian people, aware of aB past attempts at 
achieving peace in the region, might be sceptical, but 
surely they are not discouraged. They look to their 
negotiating team with hope and they pray to God to 
lead and inspire them to achieve peace and justice for 
all. 



ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT SEEMS that Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has opted 
for early confrontation with the Arab delegation by appointing 
himself as head of the Israeli delegation to the Madrid confer- 
ence, said AJ Ra’i Saturday. Mr. Shamir is leading a group of 
extremists who are bound to adopt a very hardened stand 
designed to render the peace process null and void, said tire 
paper. Of course such manoeuvres can by no means deter the 
Arab delegations from seeking the foil implementation of the 
International legitimacy with tire help of the two superpowers 
who are sponsoring the conference, the paper said. S h a mir ’s plans 
to sabotage the conference, said the paper, should place the two 
superpowers face to face with their responsibility, to see to it that 
the Israelis cannot got their way but must rather comply with 
U.N. resolutions and the will of the world community. For tire 
Arabs, going to Madrid and sitting at the negotiating table is not 
an end in itself, they really seek meaningful talks leading to an 
exchange of land for peace, the paper said. It said that Moscow 
and Washington shoulder a serious responsibhty in this respect 
because they are concerned over a successful outcome of the 
parley and the establishment of genuine peace in the Middle East. 
Perhaps Mr. Shamir’s move was meant as a message to the Arabs 
against whom Israel has been practising psychological warfare to 
discourage them from pursuing their objectives, said the paper. It 
said that the Arab parties arc genuinely committed to arrive at die 
aspired peace, regardless of the ferocity of the battle that stands in 
the way. 

It is known worldwide that world Zionism has spared no moment 
throughout the past decades in exercising pressure on the Vaction 
to secure its recognition of the state of Israel, said a columnist in 
A1 Dnstonr Saturday. The Zionists had always sought to achieve 
tins end by reminding the Vatican that the world Jews had been 
victims of the Western practices in general and the Nan rule in 
particular, said Khairi Mansour. The writer recalled that despite 
approaches to the successive popes in this matter, the Zionists 
were not able so for to achieve their goals. He said that the popes 
of Rome had instead reaffirmed the rights of the Pales tinian 
people in their Palestinian homeland, all these past years. Indeed, 
Pope Paul II confronted former Israeli Prime Minister GoUa 
Meir with the demand that the Palestinians* rights should be' 
respected, something which prompted Mrs Meir to level insults at 
the Vatican after the audience with the pope in 1973, said 
Mansour. The Israelis had always sought to separate the Christian 
Arabs of Palestine from their Muslim brothers, only to discover 
with deep frustration that the resistance activities were jointly 
conducted by the Christians and the Muslims, falling martyrs in 
defence of their homeland, the writer said. He said that such 
realities bad to be brought to light today on the 13th anniversary 
of the pontificate of His Holiness Pope John Paul II. 


Sunday’s economic pulse 


Starving the Iraqis — a Nazi crime 


An airtight economic blockade is still imposed on the Iraqi 
people. There are no signes that lifting foe blockade is on the 
horizon, despite the fact that Iraq (fid accept and implement, to 
die best of its ability, afl foe United Nations Security Council 
resolutions, even those which represent a dear violation of its 
sovereignty as an independent state and a member of the United 
Nations. 

Never in history was a people subjected to such total embargo. 
International leports agree that the Iraqi people are on foe brink 
of famin e. The rate of deaths among babies rose to 360 per cent 
above foe previous level. Even foe Secretariate of foe United 
Nations has advised the Security Council to allow Iraq to sell ofl, 
work at least $2.4 billion, in order to buy the urgent needs of basic 
food and medical supplies, but the Security Council refused to 
budge. It insisted to cany on with foe blockade, even if it were 
threatening the very right to life of an innocent people. 

Tbe American president does not deny that the economic 
bfof-lrnrift jffi pnmH against Iraq is no more meant to enforce tbe 
United Nations' resolutions. It is meant simply to interven e in 
Iraq’s internal affairs. Tbe president announced repeatedly that 


the b lockade would not be lifted until after the fall of President 
Sa ddam Hussein and his regime. This is foe first time in foe 
history of civilised humanity that a mass starvation weapon is 
being used openly against foe whole population of a country for 
political ends, winch are obviously violating the sovereignty of a 
nation. 

The unrelenting determination to starve 18 nrinkm human 
beings and deprive them of food, medidne, air transport and the 
free of goods and services with foe world ft a crime 

against the very basic hum an rights which the bypocritic West 
Haims tn he upholding and promoting in the international arena. 

Therefore, The decision-maker, in this case the Security 
Council, from tbe official viewpoint, or the American administra- 
tion, in reality, should bear foe moral responsibility for tins 
savage crime against* humanity . 

Arab countries, whether members of the American alliance 
against Iraq or not, are jointly and emaHy to be blamed and will 
be condemned for allowing the uncivilised economic embargo to 
continue unabated while they do or say no word to remove it .If it 


were tree that the blockade was imposed to secure foe withdrawal 
of Iraq from Kuwait, it is obvious now that this objective has been 
achieved eight months ago. What weare witnessing is amply an 
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is supposed to be an integral part of foe one Arab Nation; over 
and above it is a shameful violation of foe basic human rights. 

When foe fife of an Arab people is threatened with deadly 
measures, all Arab peoples and Arab states become resp o ns ibl e, 
from a natural and human points of view. Urn Arabs must rase 
their voices and express their anger towards foe continuation of 
tbe blockade. They should start immediately to supply tbe Iracji 
people openly with its needs of food, medicine and foe basic 
necessities for leading a normal life.: 

Tbe Arab rights organisations should be d&soKed if they 

fail to pot an end to foe ugliest crime against humanity, 
co m mitted in the twentieth century. 

Tbe Nazi crimes com n ritt e d.during World War Q look modest 
and rather dvifised compared to the crime of depriving a whole 
people of its human righs. 


A missing olive branch 


By Thomas L. Friedman 

MADRID — With an Arab- 
Israeli peace conference now vir- 
tually certain to take place, what 
are tbe prospects that it will 
actually produce something? 

American, Arab and Israel di- 
plomats are not hiding the fact 
that they really have no answer to 
that question. Their attention has 
been so focused on the exhaust- 
ing effort to organise die confer- 
ence that little original or in- 
depth thought has been given to 
what can realistically be achieved 
once the parties get to the table. 

Few diplomats doubt that when 
tbe confe ren ce opens here on 
Oct- 30, it will appear at first 
blush to be a breakthrough to a 
dead end. Syria, Jordan, the 
Palestinians and Lebanon are ex- 
pected to demand the return of 
land occupied by Israel. Israel 
wiD decline. Tie Arabs will can 
for American pressure on Israel. 
Israel will say this is not what the 
conference was supposed to be 
about, and the whole enterprise 
wffl explode in a cacophony of 
conflicting demands and finger- 
pointing. 

A one-act play? 

So Act One is already written. 
Tbe question, American officials 
say, is whether there can be an 
Act Two. 

“One should not predict the 
demise of tins conference too 
quickly,” said Stephen P. Cohen 
of the Montreal-based Centre for 
Middle East Peace. “The same 
combination of international 
pressures which forced tbe parties 
to the table in foe first place will 
apply to keeping them there after 
it starts. It is not going to be easy 
for anybody to just walk away.” 

In seeking to organize the con- 
ference, the United States was 
initially driven by President 
George Bush’s desire to prove 
that foe Gulf War could produce 
something beyond the destruc- 
tion of half of the Iraqi army and 
tbe resto rati on of foe Kuwaiti 
monarchy, American officials 
say. 

Tbe peace conference, which 


Secretary of State James Baker 
with Spanish officials 
today on a stop here on his way 
home from the Middle East, has 
been arranged totally at the in- 
itiative of Washington, and not 
through the efforts of tbe Middle 
East parties themselves. 

After nearly eight months, the 
United States appears to have 
succeeded in persuading Arabs 
and Israelis to come to foe table 
by manipulating press ur es cm the 
participants that grew ont of the 
end of tbe cold war and the end of 
tbe Gulf war. 

The splintering of the Soviet 
Union left Syria an orphan, de- 
sperately interested in a new rela- 
tionship with Washington and 
ready to pay for it by agreeing to 
direct talks with Israel. 

Pl e asu re s on Israel 

An influx of ’.oviet Jewish 
emigres left Israel so s t rap ped for 
cash to take care of them that it 
could not afford to spurn the 
Bush administration’s demand 
for a peace co nfe re n ce. The Iraqi 
misrilf. attacks on Tcra^K cities 
daring the Gulf war drove home 
to Israelis as never before the 
need to end tbe regional conflict. 

Jordan and tbe Palestinians 
were left eco n omically impover- 
ished and diplomatically 
by their sup port for Iraq in the 
'Gulf war. When the Bush Admi- 
nistration offe re d them a parole 
on the condition that they attend 
the co n fer en ce on the United' 
States* ter ms , they seized the 
opportunity. 

Adding to the pl ea sur es were 
the end of the cold war and the 
new cooperation between Mos- 
cow and Washington in the Gulf 
war, which gave Mr. Baker un- 
precedented tools for diplomatic 
manoeuvring in the Middle East. 

The Soviet Union, for instance, 
was ready to squeeze the Syrians 
and Palestinians on Washington’s 
behalf and to restore relations 
with Israel to promote the confer- 
ence. The Sands, who were be- 
holden to Washington for foe 
American role in foe Gulf war, 
used their influence with Damas- 
cus. 



Sadat's spirit is absent 

Such tools can build a confer- 
ence. Can they buikl peace agree- 
ments? 

Neither Lebanon nor Syria, 
nor Jordan or tbe Palestinians, 
are approaching the talks with tbe 
philosophy that inspired Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat of Egypt to 
make peace with Israel in the late 
1970’s. That philosophy was 
based first on a gesture of com- 
plete reconciliation — which in- 
Mr. Sadat’s case meant commg to 
Jerusalem — and then an offer of— 
frill security guarantees in return 
for an Israeli withdrawal from all 
lands occupied in tbe 1967 war. 

As the Arab parties approach 
this conference, they are hoping 
rather for the least direct contact 
posable with Israel and for the 
maximum international p ressure 
on Israel. As foe stato-nm Syrian 
newspaper Tsh said in an edito- 
rial last week, “Tbe peace pro- 
cess has entered a decisive stage 
and the countdown to attend the 
confere n ce has been launched, 
both of which require a stem 
U.S. position to pressure Israel to 
respond to the calls for peace.” 

Lick of popnlar wffl 

The trick for the United States, 
which sooner or later will have to 
play tbe mediator, win be to 


produce movement toward peace 
among Middle Eastern leaders 
who are not i nterested in real 
reconciliation at tins initial state. 
What forced Israel to return aO of 
die Sinai to Egypt was the popu- 
lar wffl of the Israeli people, a 
response to Mr. Sadat’s o vertur e. 
That popular will is not to be 
found anywhere today. 

There has been nothing to fos- 
ter such a spirit. The cfipfomacy 
leading up to the peace confer- 
ence has been a sterile exercise in 
ckxqd-door deal making involv- 
ing^ morenthan x a few dozen 
people at most in any country. No 
Arab or Israeli leader has pie-, 
pared his people for a historic 
tran s formatio n in relations. But 
without such a change in atti- 
tudes, no real peace will Impossi- 
ble. 

American and Israeli officials 
are beginning to consider small, 
interim accords that might begin 
to change tbe atmosphere on 
each front, and ultimately gener- 
ate popular pressure on reluctant 
leaderships for more sweeping 
and durable arrangements. 

American officials seem to be- 
lieve that Israel’s separate talks 
with each party at the conference 
mil quickly stall, and that tins will 
give them an opening to offer 
co mp ro mi se proposals to bridge 
tbe gaps. 

On tbe Palestinian front, as 


Mr. Baker has hinted, Washing- 
ton is already considering propos- 
ing that Israel suspend its 
settiement-buikfing activity in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in return for an end to the 
Arab boycott of Israel and a 
susp e ns ion of tbe Palestinian up- 
rising in the occupied territories. 
So far, Israel has not shown much 
interest in such a deal. 

When the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians do begin their (fixed talks, 
they will con c ent ra te initially on a 
five-year transition toward 
Palestinian self-rule in foe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, according 
to the conference invitation. Bat 
the two parties have been down 
tins xoad before,' at the autonomy 
uih at David. 

Those talks broke down in 1982 
over three fundamental ques- 
tions, and they have not changed: 
Who will control the land, who 
will control water and who wiD 
have ultimate authority? 

There are three water tables in 
the West Bank, and Israel takes 
75 per cent of that water for its 
citizens. Finding a plan for 
Iszaeli-Palestmian water control 
vffi take considerable imagina- 
tion. 

The same is true of the land 
issue. The only potential growth 
for Jewish and Arab towns in tbe 
West Bank lies in open land, and 
70 per ce&t-of it is under Israeli 
control. 

Israel has a list of about 25 
areas of administration — - includ- 
ing garbage collection, local 
police authority, traffic and 
education — which it would be 
willing to cede to Palestinians 
daring a period of self-rule. Tbe 
Palestinians say those are wholly 
insufficient. 

The Lebanese refuse to even 
discuss legitimising what the 
Israelis call their “security zone” 
in southern Lebanon, masting 
that Israel most simply poll ont 
Israeli officials say that, given the 
weakness of the Beirut govern- 
ment, they see no alternative to 
zone as it now 

exits. 

The impasse., b et wee n Syria 
and Israel wfll be tbe hardest to 
bridge, American officials say. 


The disengagement agreements 
that Henry Kissinger brokered as 
secretary of state in the mid-19706 
have less appeal today; die Sy- 
rians are not interested in any 
partial sedations unless they are 
guaranteed at the start that they 
wfll get afl their land back. 

Tbe Israelis fed that they have 
fittie zoom for a phased pullback 
without retreating completely 
from the Golan Heights, some- 
thing that no Israeli politician is 
p repared to do now. 

Many Israeli and American ex- 
perts say a solution will have to 
be forged in which Israel would 
accept - tbe notion of Syrian 
sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights in principle, without an 
actual Israeli mifitaiy withdrawal 
anytime soon. 

Some experts might argue that 
there is no harm in exploring any 
of these alternatives, even if tbe 
conference fails. But that is not 
necessarily true. Tbe fact is that a 
balance of power has evolved 
natnrafly on farad’s fronts with 
Syria, Jordan and Lebanon since 
1973. It is not peace and it is not 
gentle especially for the Palesti- 
nians, bat it isn’t war either. 

When President Bush went to 
war in tbe Gulf it was not to 
establish “real peace.” It was 
simply to restore the balance of 
power there, and that even meant 
letting president Saddam stay in 
power in Iraq. 

By pressing now for “Teal 
peace” in the Arab-faraeli thea- 
tre, instead of relying simply on 
the power balances that have 
developed there, tbe United 
States runs tbe risk that all the 
parties wffl take steps and make 
statements that wffl be destabilis- 
ing rather than stabilising. 

This could involve anything 
from terrorist attacks by radicals 
frightened by tbe prospect of a 
deal, to new settianent-bnildmg 
by Jews wary of a land giveaway, 
to the fall of g ove r nments. Some 
of these events will inevitably 
accompany the peace process. 
The question is whether it will 
overwhelm tbe rickety, brutal, 
but stable balances of power that 
already exist, or rather consoli- 
date them — New York Times. 


Kurds stranded between 
war and peace 


By Kurt Schork 

Renter 

IRBIL — Like other Kurdish 
cities in northern Iraq, Irbfl is 
stranded between war and peace. 

Government troops and Pesb- 
meiga guerrillas ring tbe city. The 
local economy is ont of control. 
Rumours abound. 

As a result, Irtril’s half million 
citizens lead lives of de sp erat e 
uncertainty. 

Consider the past couple of 
weeks. 

On Wednesday October 16, 
two Iraqi soldiers were found 
murdered on tbe edge of Irbil. 
The Iraqis responded by Bring 
mortar rounds into the city. A 
ceasefire was arranged in 30 mi- 
nutes, but only after one civilian 
had been killed and 27 wounded. 

‘The fighting was a shock,” 
said Irbfl resident Farid Saed 
Mohammad. “Ofcoursewe knew 
it could happen, fait this had been 
a quiet city.” 

He said foe number of civilian 
casualties from the incident re- 
minded people of how vulnerable 
cities are to Iraqi shelling. Just as 
the lesson was anking m. Iraqi 
troops began to pufl back from 
foe dty. 

One guerrilla commander esti- 
mated that between 5,000 and 
10,000 men, including some 
mechanised units, have been re- 
called to Baghdad from Irbfl in 


recent days. Similar troop witfr 
drawals are reported from around 
Kirkuk. 

Some say there is rebefliou 
within the army, that President 
Saddam Hussein is drawing 
troops back to defend himself. 
Others swear SaHrfwm is pulling 
out troops because be is coming 
north with chemical weapons. 

Iibd was still biozing w i t h spe- 
culation about Iraqi troop move- 
ments when word came that the 
broder between Iraq and Jordan 
bad been closed. One man fa fa 
he beard it on VOA (Voice of 
America), another on the BBC 
(British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion). 

Everyone agreed a big squeeze 
was imminent. 

Tbe next morning the price of 
sugar, already prohibitively high, 
doubled from 250 to 500 dinars 
for 50 kflogrames, prices for 
other staples jumped accordingly. 

The following day sugar drop- 
ped bade to 300 dinars, but no 
one lmew why. 

M I just price my sugar and tea 
the way my wholesaler tells me,” 
said one shopkeeper. 

As prices were rising, foe 
was falling. A dollar that fetched 
10 dinars one night bro ught 13 
the next morning, more if yon 
were prepared to taka some 
counterfeit notes. 

For government employees on 
fixed salaries of a few hundred' 


dinars a month, these price hikes* 
hit hard. For the unemployed, 
estimated by some to 'be 90 per 
cent of Iibfl’s workforce, they 
made little difference. 

The econo m ic situation here 
is very bad,” said Abdul Mohae- 
mcn Barzatri, a Kurdish leader in 
Irbfl. “Most men have ho work. 
They are just skiing and waiting 
to see if it will be war or peace.” 
On Wednesday October 23, 
Baghdad announced that fuel de- 
liveries to Irbfl were bong cot off 
until farther notice. Many petrol 
•stations dosed at once. Long 
queues formed at the few that 
stayed open, guarded by Pesh- 
merga with machinegnns. 

T am very worried,” said tarn 
driver Zirarr Abdallah, 45. The 
last time there was no benzine 
I here was during the intifada 
[(Kurdish uprising). How will we 
'get to the mountains if the fight- 
ing starts again?” 

There is no official explanation 
why fuel supplies have been cut- 
These are, of course, plenty of 
rumours. 

Khabir Akmed Aziz, a petrol 
station manger, said the problem 
could be that diesel fuel currently 
sells in' Turkey for nearly 70 times 
the price in Iraq. 

Accenting to Mr. Aziz, there fa 
no way to tr a nspo rt benzine to 
Irbil w tea use every available 
tanker is hauling diesel fuel to the 
■Turkish border. 


Bush may get less 
than •territory for peace’ 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — “Land fin- 
peace” fa President Bush’s ral- 
lying cry for tbe Mideast peace 
conference, but success may be 
measured with results well short 
of that goal. 

Tbe White House, announcing 
all the parties had accepted tbe 
joint U.S.-Soviet invitations, 
appealed to tbe Arabs, Israelis 
and Palestinians on Wednesday 
night to approach the Madrid 
conference with “an open mind.” 
Perhaps they wfll, but the fact 
is they are going in with what 
appear to be irreconcilable por- 
tions. * 

Having pushed them this far is 
historic, in ami of itself. Getting 
some sraj of partial agreement 
would speB success. 

Tbe mort promising short-term 
goal fa limited self-rule for foe 
PaJcstimans. Also, a senior U.S. 
official said last weekend, there 
ought to be some ability at die 
peace conference to move for- 
ward in terms of Israeli relations 
with Jordan and to deal with foe 
situation in Lebanon. 

These all fall short of a compre- 
hensive settlement of the 43-year 
Arab- Israeli conflict based on 
land for peace. And 'they may 
appear attainable mostly 
they are not as formidable as the 
faraeK-Syrian dispute — “the 


toughest nut,” is foe way a senior 
U.S. official described it last Fri- 
day mgfrt in Jerusalem. 

If those goals are reached. Bush 
and Secretary of State James 
Baker would be able to Haim 
success approaching President 
Carter’s virtuoso performance at 
Camp David, Md., in 1978 that 
produced an Israeli-Egyptian 
peace treaty the following year. 

At tbe outset tbe divergence in 
positions fa stark. 

Israel, for instance, say it will 
not yield and more of foe terri- 
tory the Arabs lost in the 1967 
war. It is offering peace-for- 
peace. 

Syria, meanwhile, refuses to 
offer peace for the Golan 
Heights, the territory it seeks to 
recover. And Jordan may be in 
no position to take back West 
Bank land even if Israel relin- 
quishes ft. 

At tbe same time, the United 
States may seek conditions on 
loan guarantees for farad next 
year, depending on progress* 
made by then in the peace talks, 
Mr- Baker told senators at a 
private briefing Thursday. 

Sen. Larry Craig, an Idaho 
Republican, said Baker reiter- 
ated the administration’s pledge 
not to seek further delay in meet- 
ing Israel's request for $10 billion 
•in loan guarantees to settle Soviet 
emigres.” Bnt he said, 1 may at 
the time ... depending on prog- 


ress in the talks, want to come 
back and discuss conditions’” or 
tbe aid. Mi. Craig told reporters. 

fa may be some comfort to U.S 
peacemakers to recall the ga( 
between Israel and Egypt alsc 
was wide. 

Israel held the Sinai. Jewist 
settlers were there. And so wen 
two of Israel's strategic airfields 
The late Egyptian Presiden 
Anwar Sadat, meanwhile, wa 
insisting cm every inch of tin 
Sina i- And he was saying peace 
would have to await tbe sex 
generation. 

When the smoke cleared 
however, Israeli Prune Mhnsta 
Menacbcm Begin yielded all oi 
Sinai, including a valuable strij 

he had tried to re tain -op.to th* 

eud of tile negotiations. Am 
Sadat gave farad a peace treat; 
— in his generation. 

fa was a huge success for th* 
honest broker, the United Sates 
Cast in a catalytic rote- ag a in 
the U.S. strategy fa aimed a 
promoting a partial setfkmec 
between farad-and fo£ P&festi 
mans who live oh tbe West Baal 
and Gaza. 

The Pakstimans would gain 
more control over their day^to 
day affairs, firing trader Ismtec 
self-nde for five yens. The mas 
incentive for foe Hafcsrinbm 
would be that negotiations i« i 
permanent solution would tfagh 
within t h r ee years. V -.-7 ' 
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^ King: Jordan committed to peace 


(Contained from page 1). 
and brad, before ihc beginning of 
(be process, their positions were very 
hard and did doc show any flexibility. 
I believe that results were achieved 
later and I hope this will be the case is 
this situation. 

Asked whether there sriD be any 
compromises during the confe rence , 

’ the King said it wasve- difficult to. 
' go into k deeply. 

; However, he said, the foundations 
are well-known: Resolations 242 and 
r*338, land for peace, the Palestinian 
rights and the rights of ad to live m 

peace and security. 

He noted that die regional dimeo* 
sioa is a new factor and expressed 
: ba&ef that it might be useless at Ads 
time to talk about rejection. 

“1 t hink it is probably counterpro- 
ductive to speak at this of 
oppositions and I try to avoid talking 
about that except for the foundations 
that the process win be based on. In 
the different categories we are pairing 
about Israel and the Palestinians, 
Jordan and the Palestinians ami the 
umbrella for a joint Jordanian' 
Palestinian delegation, Syria and 
brael, Lebanon and Israel and we are 
ta lking about the regional dimension 
, as wefl. To put prior conditions, I 
bebeve, is counterproductive because 
I have attended enough n»n F P i> T ««( 
meetings that even were held within 
the Arab context, and I know how 
difficult it was' at the vary 
of some of them. So I hope that the 
situation will not be made more diffi- 
cult by people who held positions 
they fad now difficult to abandon. 


On Syria’s position towards regfoo- 
al tails, dm Knjgwkt “We have 
c o mmi tted ourselves to going to that 
regional confe ren ce and believe it 
most be hdd and there is no change 
as far as we are concerned and we 
hope that aB will attend because after 
all if we look at it in other way, 
withe l a co mp reh e nsive solution 
which will include aB in the region the 
future wiB be veiy bleak mad will be 
very diffifeolt. So I do not see why. 
May be the Syrian attitude is that we 
should not move on regional issues 
before settfing the bask ones, but I 
believe that the two should go 
together, and the regional dimension 
gives us a promise of what can happen 
if peace is achieved. 

In reply to a question on Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
move to lead the Israeli deleg ati on to 
Madrid wh9e aB Arab delegations to 
the conference are led by foreign 
mmsters, the King said it was npto 
the Israeli prime minister to decide as 
to who lead hit country's 

delegation.- 

Asked about the possibility of 
forming a Jw tlimianJslrtimM con- 
federation to solve the Palestine ques- 
tion, the King said Jordan had made a 
proposal for that several yean ago. 
“However in the future, when they 
enjoy their legitimate rights on then 1 
goD, the bond will be cstabfiihcd, die 
King said. When resolutions 242 and 
338 are im pleme nted, there w31 be 
three options — federation or an 
indep endent Palestinian state or a 
confederation between Jordan and 
Pakatin c, he said. 


King meets joint delegation 


(Continued from page 1) 

open in Spanish capital Madrid a 
few days from now. 

“I am quite confident that I 
have selected for this mission one 
of our ablest and faithful men 
assisted by an elite of Jordanian 
citizens who seek to bolster the 
nation's strength through car- 
rying out their duty and through 
their hi g he st degrees of aware- 
* ness, vigilance and deep sense of 
national responsibility. 

“As we hereby express our 
' absolute support for your nation- 
al mission we pray to God that. 
He may lead yon to success and 
to inspire you with guidance to- 
wards what is most beneficial for 
your country and nation.’' 

The Associated Pram said that 
Prime Minister Masri also recom- 
mended to King Hussein advisory 
^committee that win not partici- 
pate in negotiations or face-to- 
face talks with IsraeL 
.The committee included, 
according to an official quoted Try 
the AP: 

— Nabih Nhner , a native of - 
Tulkarem in the West Bank and 
Ambassador to Cairo. 

— Adel Iraheid, from Jenin in 
the West Bank, head of the De- 
partment of the Palestinian 


affairs at the Foreign Ministry. 

■ — Abdullah Khatib, from 
Hebron in the West Bank, presi- 
dent of Jordan’s charitable nn- 
- ions. 

— Qassem A1 Ghazawi, from 
Irbid, an adviser at die Foreign 
Ministry. 

Basso AqeJ, a Jerusalem native 
and aviation expert. 

— Tala! Alkbas, a Circassian 
from Jordan. 

The official said Marwan 
Mnasher will be the upftkwtymm 
of the delegation but will, not 
participate in face-to-face nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

Dr. Mnasher, bom in Salt, is a 
former Prime Ministry spokes- 
man. He is now the director of 
Jordan’s Information office in 
Washington D.C 

The negotiators . will maintain 
contact with the government in 
Jordan on developments in nego- 
tiations. 

The offiqial said the highest 
authority on the negotiations by 
the joint delegation wfil be the 
consultative body chaired by 
King Hussein and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

“Final derisions re garding any • 
developments in negotiations will 
be made here in Amman,” Ire 
said. 


Subsidy cut will not hurt poor 


(Continued from page 1) 

In some families, the con- 
sumption of die subsidised 
products is not of a level that 
wonld result in any significant 
difference in expenses. 

On the other side of the 
coin, there are also families 
who, in the words of a super- 
market owner, “come in their 
latest model Mercedes-Benz 
care and produce coupons’’ to 
get the subsidised items. 

Mr. Abu Ragbeb indicated 
that the government was 
looking into means to tighten 
the coupon system, but he 
did not elaborate. 

However, be pointedly re- 
ferred to the fact that subsi- 


dised bread is freely available 
to everyone, including com- 
mercial establishments and 
restaurants. 

• “The actual price of bread 
should be around 210 fils a 
kilogramme,” be said. “We 
are subskfisfag it by almost 
two-third of the cost, making 
it available at 75 fils a kilog- 
ramme to everyone,” be 
noted. 

“Perhaps we might intro- 
duce a coupon system for 
bread, while setting a price 
ceiling for bread prices in the 
market,” he said. “All op- 
tions are under considera- 
tion. Nothing has been final-, 
ised,” he added. 


Palestinian hopes dying in Shatila 


By Robert Ftafc 

JAMES Baker fell into the habit 
of raying riyit in Middle East 
peace faux, the Palestinians had 
the most to gain and tire most to 
lose, In die cr umbling tenement 
of Shatila, however, they axe all 
going to lose. 

Samir Sheika is never going to 
go home to Palestine, whatever 
happens in Madrid. Nor is Abu 
Ahmad. Mahmoud Ayonb and 
his son Fathi are going to rot 
away for the rest of their lives in 
their ooncrete hut beside the mass 
graves that c on t ain die victims of 
the 1962 massacre. It is a new 
phenomenon, tins depression in 
the amps of Lebanon, bom of 
cymdsm and a growing nafey 
turn that the new world Order is 
not meant for them. They talk 
wearily on betrayal but they do so 
with profo un d resignation. They 
survived the massacre but their 
hope has died.' Like' most of the 
250,000 Palestinians in Lebanon, 
they come from the wroag part of 

“Palestine.” 

Mr. Sheika, for example, came 
from Acre, Mr. Abu Ahmed 
from Haifa. The Ayoub family 
home was in Safad. In the fetid 1 
lane between their shacks in Sha- 
tila, you will find whole families 
who can give the names of their 
home villages. All are in Galilee. 
For virtually every Arab who fled 
to Lebanon in 1948 came from 
that part of Palestine which is 
now Israel — the one nation 
whose own territory is very de- 
fimtdy not up fin- discussion in 
Middle East peace talks. 

Mr. Ayoub wears a dean shirt 
but has not shaved for a couple of 
days. Given his age — 65 — and 
his suffering, he looks young, but 
he was old enough to have fought 
in the 1948 war. *T win tell you 
my story and you will understand 
why I have no hope,” he says. “In 
1948 1 was fighting with die Arab 
mOitu against the Jews. The Jews 
had captured Acre but we held a 
good ridge line about 17 
kilometres away at a place called 
Majdel Kroon. The Arab armies 
were with us. They sailed them- 
selves the “Arab Liberation 
Army*. There were Egyptians, 
Syrians, and Lebanese with us. 
Then one night, at Majdel 
Kroon, they received secret 
orders from their leader, Fawzi 
A1 Qawukji, to abandon ns. In 
the morning, the Arab armies 
had gone. We were alone and the 
Jews were advancing oh us. This 



Three years after the 


chfldrea in the Shatfla camp have fachooT amidst the nobble (UNRWA photo) 


is what the other Arabs did to ns. 
And that is how they will treat us 
at a peace conference.” 

Mr. Ayoub rescued his family 
during the 1982 massacre at Sha- 
tila by leading them out of their 
home at night while the Phalan- 
gists, allowed into the camp by 
the Israelis, were murdering thdr 
neighbours. But he lost one of his 
sons in the 1986 camp war against 
the Amal militia. “I want to 
you this,” he says with something 
approaching venom. “How (fid 
the camp war come about? Why 
were Amal fighting us? Who was 
supporting Amal?” Syria was 
s upp o r tin g Amal, of course, be- 
cause Syria wished to wipe out 
Yasser Arafat’s power in the 
Palestinian camps. But Mr. 
Ayoub does not say so, not least 
because plain clothes Syrian 
security police are in the camp. 
They control all die entrances to 
Shatila — just in case Mr. Ara- 
fat’s forces try to return. - 


No one in Shatila — nor in the 
other 12 Palestinian camps in 
Lebanon — has any illusions ab- 
out the role of the Arab nations 
which riafm to be their protec- 
tors. Crashed by the collapse of 
tbefr fotmer Soriet ally and awed 
by America’s a p p a re n tly invinci- 
ble power, the Arab regimes have 
allowed Israel to vet the Palesti- 
nian representatives to peace 
talks. They have even accepted 
United Nations resolutions as a 
subject for negotiations at the 
conference. 

For the Palestinians the Arab 
humiliation is little less than ex- 
traordinary. U.N. Security Coun- 
cil demands for an Israeli with- 
drawal from occupied Arab land 
are, after all, supposed to be 
adhered to — not discussed. Yet 
scarcely an Arab leader now 
points to the ambiguity of Presi- 
dent Bush’s approach to such 
resolutions. U.N. Resolution 242 


calls for the withdrawal of Israel 
from occupied land because of 

“the inadmissibility of the ac- 
quisition of territory by war.” 
And on Aug. 8 last year there was 
Mr. Bush proclaiming — in con^ 
detonation of the Iraqis, of course 
— that “the acquisition of terri- 
tory by force is unacceptable.’' 

On the other side of that mass 
grave at Shatila, down the almost 
equally filthy lanes of the Mar 
Efias c amp , Zuhail Natour pon- 
ders this question with unrelieved 
cynicism. In the office of the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, emotion takes 
second place for Mr. Natour and 
his comrades. “What can be 
achieved freom these 'peace 
negotiations?’” he asks. “The 
whole talks will last, we are told, 
up to six years but the immigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews into Israel 
continues. How many new settle- 
ments will the Israelis be able to 


build in that time? As for our 
people here in Lebanon, well...” 
Mr. Natour smiles. “We must 
have human rights.” 

Once he would have demanded 
a nation for them. Now the 
Palestinians aak for human rights. 
Mr. Natour has silver, curly hair 
and smokes an obnoxious aroma- 
tic tobacco in a friendly pipe. A 
generator roars intermittently, 
the lights brightening and then 
fading alarmingly in his office. 
“A lot of Palestinians are not 
dear in their minds what to do,” 
he says. “The end of die Soviet 
systems, the catastrophic results 
of the Gulf war, America as the 
only superpow er — these ftmp 
are all indications of our weak- 
ness. Arab rejectionism of Israel 
is finished. Now it is Israel which 
won’t recognise Arab-Palestinian 
statehood. The Americans 
wanted the PLO to accept any 
kind of Palestinian representation 


politically acceptable to Israel. 
But fa practice, there can be no 
concrete results in any peace con- 
* ference unless the PLO accepts 
the representatives. Otherwise 
the conference wifi be held only 
to settle relations between Israel 
and three Arab regimes.” 

But of the Palestinians in Leba- 
non, Mr. Natour is deeply pessi- 
mistic. “They cannot go home. 
They are a minority group fa 
Lebanon now. The Lebanese 
president made a statement not 
long ago in which be said that 
120,000 of them are not officially 
registered here. People fear he 
means to get rid of them. But 
where would they go?” 

United Nations officials regard 
this figure as p rep osterous and 
say the Lebanese cannot evict the 
Palestinians. Syria will not take 
them, Jordan, already burdened 
with hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians from Kuwait, would 
refuse to accept them and 
“home” — “Palestine” — is 
dearly not open to them. Ele 
Saaf, the director of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy in Lebanon, puts the figure at 
around 226,000. 

It is a bleak prospect for those 
who survived one of the worst 

massacres of Middle East history. 
The grave of hundreds of Palesti- 
nian victims lies today behind a 
screen of plane trees. With con-' 
riderable spite, the Amal militia 
have tinned the plot into a foot- 
ball field, but memories cannot 
be so easily obscured. “I cannot 
keep control of my mind when I 
remember what happened,” mr. 
Abu Ahmad says. “Sometimes I 
go to the mass grave and say a 
verse from the Koran. I am 
speechless when I think about it.” 
He puses for a moment, debating 
whether to say what is in his 
mind. “Sometimes when I am* 
really happy, even when I am' 
making love to my wife, I recall' 
all those bodies ami I dry up and 
feel as if I am dead. We are the 
victims. Our hope has gone.” 

A senior U.N. official at Shati- 
la is qnite frank. “These Palesti- 
nians will never return ’home.'' 
They wifi not be thrown out by 
die Lebanese gov ernm ent. Their 
fate is that they will never leave 
here. Their battle is finished. It is 
all over for them.” Does Samir 
Sheika still believe that one day 
be will return to Palestine? 
“Yes,” he says with cruel convic- 
tion. “In my dreams.” — The 
Independent. 


Bush love for foreign affairs could hurt him in 1992 


By Steve Holland 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — George 
Bush loves foreign affairs so 
much that he even slipped a fine 
or two about U.S. -Soviet rela- 
tions into a speech condemning 
I pornography. 

This political schizophrenia 
could cost him votes in 1992. 

“As the Soviets now have come 
forward to accept many of our 
challenges in reducing unclear 
weapons, one of the great joys I 
tabs is to think what this means to 
our grandchildren,” the president 
told the Religious Alliance 
Against Pornography at a recent 
meeting on the evils of child 
p orn o grap hy. 

As for domestic policy," Mr. 
Bush insists be cares, but he let 
slip a comment the other day that 
seemed to confirm suspicions that 
be views domestic issues the way 


a schoolboy views homework. 

After answering questions ab- 
out Judge Clarence Thomas's 
Supreme Court nomination, then 
in trouble in the Senate, Mr. 
Bnsh perked up visibly when 
asked about the chances of con- 
vening a Middle East peace con- 
ference later this month. 

“Now we’re talking substance, 
foreign relations here,” he Said, 
and waded into the topic. 

As it turned out, U.S.-Soyiet 
diplomacy had made sufficient 
headway by last Friday for invita- 
- tions to be issued to Israel and 
Arab states for a conference to 
start in Madrid on OcL 30. 

But as the economy sags, 
health care costs soar and crime, 
'drug abuse and poor education^ 
erode the imdetpinimgi of U.S. 
society, Mr. Bush finds himself 
increasingly under fire from 
^Democrats who have found in 


domestic problems the issues they 
need for the 1992 presidential 
election campaign. 

A recent New York Times- 
GBS News poll found that 59 per 
cent of Americans felt Mr. Bnsh 
was neglecting domestic issues 
and 78 per cent said he should 
spend more time on the eco- 
nomy. 

A frequent comment of Mr. 
Bush’s critics is that be seems 
more interested in the pfight of 
the Soviet Union and Iraqi Kurds 
than be is in America's poor, sick 
and unemployed. 

“When people say that we have 
no domestic agenda, they simply 
have not seen the facts,” Mr. 
Bush complained last week. “We 
have a good, forward-looking 
agenda. Congressional leaders 
just won’t act cm it.” 

Mr. Bush’s domestic program- 
me is stalled between the White 


House and the Democratic-led 
Congress, but he seems to lack 
interest in giving it the sort of 
high-profile push that he gave to 
containing Iraqi aggression or 
working with the Kremlin. 

In a speech to Congress last 
March celebrating the U.S.-led 
victory in Gulf war, he 
had a chance to set some lofty 
■domestic goals. But he drew the 
ire of Democratic congressional' 
leaders by urging them to get' 
moving only on two relatively 
pedestrian measures — a trans- 
port bill and anti-crime legisla- 
tion. 

The main thrust of his effort to 
get the economy moving is to dust 
off his call for a cut m the capital 
gains tax on investment p ro fi t s , 
an idea rejected by the Democrats 
as a tax break for the rich. 

Analysts doubt it will ever be 


approved unless it becomes part 
of a compromise that involves tax 
relief for the middle class, which 
the Democrats could take credit 
for passing. 

Mr. Bush’s effort to get tough 
on crime has been debated be- 
tween the White House and Capi- 
tol Hill for two-and-a-half years, 
and is just now inching toward 
approval. 

Mr. Bush, a life member of the 
National Rifle Association, 
opposed a provision many Amer- 
icans favour — a ban on the sort 
of semi-automatic weapons used 
by a Texas gunman to kill 22 
people in a mad spree last 
Wednesday. 

“Obviously, when you see 
somebody go berserk and get a 
weapon and go in and murder 
people, of course, it troubles me. 
But what I don’t happen to have 
the answer to, is can you legislate 


that behaviour away?" com- 
mented Mr. Bush after the mas- 
sacre. 

A majority in the House of 
Representatives took the same 
view and rejected the gun-control 
proposals. 

Mr. Bush has shown little sign 
of taking die advice of Dan Ros- 
tenkowski, the Dlmois Democrat 
chairman of the House Ways and. 
Means Committee, who has 
urged the president personally to 
get interested in a reform of the 
U.S. health care system. 

Some 314 million Americans are 
without health insurance, but the 
Bush administration has never' 
prosposed its own plan for chang- 
ing the current profit-driven . 
system. 

“The logic of reform is com- - 
pelling. The shameful statistics 
about the status quo are over- 
whelming. 
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Kasparov, Karpov adjourn 
with a draw looking likely 


TILBURG. Netherlands (R) — 
The two men who have domin- 
. ated the chess world for 16 years 
met in die seventh round of the 
Interpolis Tilburg Tournament, 
and after a titanic stru ggl e ad- 
journed on move 61. 

The 158th meeting between 
world champion Garry Kasparov 
.and ex-world champion Anatoly 
Karpov came as Kasparov led the 
tournament after playing some 
'spectacular chess. 

Karpov, champion from 1975 
■for 10 years until be lost to 
-Kasparov, was looking for his 
first win in seven games. 

It began conventionally enough 
as a king’s Indian defence, with 
Karpov as white expanding on 
■the queen's side and Kasparov 
attacking on the king’s side. 


Each neglected defence to 
press home their attack. When 
the tactical dust cleared a fasci- 
nating and complex strategic 
struggle was set, with most of die 
watching grandmasters favouring 
Karpov. By move 30 he had three 
minor pieces for a rook and four 
pawns. 

Karpov, with five draws and a 
loss at Tilburg, was itching for a 
win, and pressed on even when 
observers were convinced a draw 
was certain. 

Dutch grandmaster Jan Tun- 
isian blitzed his white pieces 
through Viktor Korchnoi’s 
French defence in 25 moves. 

The 60-year-old Soviet emigre 
played an ambitions pawn adv- 
ance on move would be in order. 

Tunman shortly afterwards sac- 



' In Amman little League Junior Division action Friday , a UPS 
striker (far left) scores the tying goal against Union Bank. 


Amman Little League 
soccer games begin 


Soccer matches held 

Friday Oct. 25, 

1991 

TOTS 

(0) 

Vs 

Vita 

(0) 

Marriott 

Philadelphia 

JUNIORS 

(0) 

Vs 

Pirelli 

(0) 

Aqaba Shipping 

(0) 

Vs 

Foxboro 

g) 

Soudani 

U) 

Vs 

A1 Hikma 

(7) 

UPS 

(1) 

Vs 

Union Rank 

(1) 

GEMT 

(0) 

Vs 

Epson 

1 

SENIORS 

Chilli House 

(0) 

Vs A 

Lois 

(1) 

Bit. Traders 

(2) 

.Vs* 

Nash/Ebb 

(3) 


STANDINGS 


v 
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TOTS 


W D 


GF-GA PL 


Pirelli 
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Marriott 

Philadelphia 
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Foxboro 

UPS 
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GEMT 
Union Bank 
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SENIORS 
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8 - 

2 
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4 - 

3 

6 

4 - 

5 
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2 - 

8 

4 

16 - 
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4 

10 

12 - 

7 

7 

7 - 

5 

7 

6 - 

5 

7 

3 - 

3 

7 

6 - 

9 

6 

5 - 

27 

0 

17 - 

12 

9 

8 - 

7 

6 

17 - 

16 

5 

7 - 

14 
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Cup matches on Oct. 25, 1991 

MIDS 


Tramec 

Delta 


Vs Comcent (1) 

Vs Istiklal (3) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

<61 Ml Trcuna MMa Svnrtee*. me 


DUCK SOUP 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
#62 
C A 7 
J 10 8 6 

♦ A K 9 7 5 

WEST EAST 

# A Q 9 4 #10 8 5 3 

? K Q J 10 2 v 9 8 6 4 3 
;<:• 9 4 v B 

*82 4QJ10 

, SOUTH 

# K J 7 

' T 5 

: A K Q 7 3 2 

« *64 3 

The bidding; 

•forth East South West 

2 * Pass 1 19 

Z v Pass 5 \ Pass 

Pass Pass 

* Opening lead; King of '7 

• South devised a reasonable line of 
pjay for the five-diamond contract. 
See if you can find a better one. 

South might have been wiser to 
have cue-bid two hearts on the sec- 
ond round rather than vault directly 
to five diamonds. As you can see, 
that would have led to a contract of 
three no trump, which would have 
been impervious to any distribution 
of the cards. Five diamonds was not. 
and declarer did not have the skill to 
match his bidding ambitions. 
Declarer won the first trick in 


dummy and drew trumps in two 
rounds. Next, declarer led a club 
toward dummy, intending to duck if 
West produced the queen. When 
West followed low. declarer rose 
with the table's king, ruffed a heart 
and led another club, intending u> 
pursue the same plan. After winning 
the ace, declarer tried to throw West 
in with a club. Unfortunately. East 
won and the marked spade shill net- 
ted the defenders two more tricks 
for a one-trick set. 

Declarer's line was pretty good. It 
would have succeeded had West 
held the queen of clubs guarded no 
more than twice, or if East held the 
queen of spades {the ace was cer- 
tainly marked with West in light of 
the overcall 1. But as U often the 
case, declarer made his mistake at 
the very first trick. South should 
have let West’s king win despite 
holding a singleton in the suit! 

Now declarer mn win the heart 
continuation (no shift is any better!, 
discarding a club from hand. After 
drawing trumps, declarer cashes the 
ace and king of dobs. If both de- 
fenders follow, declarer ruffe a dub 
and gets back to dummy with a 
trump to take two spade discards on 
the good dubs. Should the dubs 
turn out to be 4-1, declarer must fall 
back on a finesse of the jack of 
spades as the best chance for the 
contra ct. 


rificed a kni gh t for one of the 
pawns shielding Korchnoi’s cas- 
tled king, and in a devastating 
assault forced the naked king out 
into die centre of the board 
where he was easy meat for 
checks. 

British grandmaster Nigel 
Short, as white, impressively beat 
Gata Kamsky in a 33-move Sici- 
lian defence when the 17-year-old 
ran out of time. 

India’s Viswanathan An and 
continued his good run with a 
52-move win with Mack against 
competition tailender Yevgeny 
Bareyev. 

They played die Slav variation 
of the queen's gambit declined, 
and the Soviet player, desperate 
for points, poshed too hard, play- 
ing a doable rook sacrifice. 

Anand returned one of the 
rooks for a superior rook against 
bishop ending. 

With five wins in seven games, 
Anand is looking on good form, 
experts said. If Kasparov draws, 
Anand will be breathing down his 
neck just half a point away. 

Chess may have been invented 
in India thousands of years ago, 
but India never had a grandmas- 
ter to grace the modern game 
until Anand qualified in 1988. 

Now the 21-year-old former 
junior world champion is in 
second place in the toughest chess 
tournament of all time, with only 
world champion Kasparov ahead 
of hun. 

With a single point between 
them, there are eight rounds left 
for Anand to make his mark. 

Anand, rated by his ELO grad- 
ing of results at number nine in 
the world, is very much consi- 
dered a world championship con- 
tender in the future. 

“He may be a winner here, and 
he is certainly a world cham- 
pionship candidate," Soviet 
grandmaster Genna Sosonko 
said. 

Bat the tall, bespectacled 



Gany Kasparov 


Anan d is JJJOdeSt- 

“I really think it is quite sensi- 
ble that you don’t think about it 
(being world champion) until you 
are number two in the world. It is 
more of a dream than an ambi- 
tion yet,” be told Reuters. 

Kasparov’s next defence of his 
title is likely to be in 1993. But 
Anand’s dreams of challenging 
him were rudely shattered in Au- 
gust when he narrowly lost his 
quarter final eliminator in Brus- 
sels to Karpov, despite playing 
some elegant and exerting chess. 

On Thursday Anand had his 
revenge by beating Karpov in a 
dramatic game in foe sixth round 
of the Interpolis Tournament. 

“The whole game is just strewn 
with mistakes (on both sides),” 
Anan d said as he looked over foe 
game afterwards. 

“I don’t care if it is not so nice, 
so long as I won. I played so 
many beautiful games and have 


not won," be said, referring to 
foe eight -game Brussels match 
which he lost 4-16 to 3 -Vi. 


A measure of Anand's progress 
is that Thursday’s win has given 
him better than 50 per cent in his 
encounters with Karpov, a man 
who for 10 years was unassailable 
as world champion and is still in 
the world’s top three. 

But Anand must still bone 
aspects of his play to get foe best 
out of his open attacking style. 

Experts here say he could easi- 
ly have won all his first four 
Tilburg games if only he had not 
played so quickly. 

Anand concedes there is some 
truth in this, citing his lost game 
in foe second round against 
Dutch grandmaster Jan Tunman. 

“In a winning position against 
Tim man I just completely re- 
laxed. I thought *ah this is it,”* be 
said. 


Crown produces 1st $100m winner 3 


POMPANO BEACH, Florida 
(AP)— John Campbell, who says 
he doesn’t set goak, became foe 
first driver in history to reach 
$100 millio n in parses when be 
dominate d foe Breeders’ Grown 
Harness races Friday night. 

Campbell won three races and 
had a second, a fourth and a fifth 
while driving in seven of the right 
Breeders’ Gown events at Pom- 
pano Harness. 

Ms poise money of $581,030 
boosted his career earnings to 


$100,360,795. 

“I never set goa Is,” he said. 
“You just try to do the best you 
can every night, every race." 

Ms bek has enshrined the 36- 
year-okl native of Canada in the 
hall of fame. 

Campbell’s three wins, which 
gave him 19 in 82 Breeders' 
Gown finals since the series be- 
gan in 1984, came with Miss Easy 
in the 3-year-old filly pace, 
Hazelton K in the 2-year-old filly . 


‘New coach 
will make 
Italian 
fans happy’ 


ROME (AP) — The Italian Soc- 
cer Federation presented new 
national team coach Arrigo Sac- 
chi to tbe media, praising him as 
the man who will restore the 
prestige, enthusiasm and winning 
spirit of foe “azzurri.” 

Going farther daring Sacchi’s 
introduction, Italian Federation 
President Antonio Matarrese said 
foe new coach mil make “Italian 
film gnil e again.” 

“It’s a day of great importance 
for Italian soccer,” Matarrese 

caid, 

Saccbi, a former coach of AC 
Milan who replaced Azegjio Vicj- 
oi after Italy was virtually elimin- 
ated from tbe final round of foe 
European Championships, said 
be was prepared to face greater 
difficulties. 


Twins, Braves look forward to next series game 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — After 
one of the bigger ronts ever in tbe 
World Series, the Altanta Braves 
and Minnesota Twins dismissed 
foe mismatch and said it meant 
nothing. 

A1 least, that’s what they said. 

“I really believe my players, 
after five to seven minutes, forget 
about foe games,” Twins mana- 
ger Tom Kelly said during Fri- 
day’s off day. “You ask whatfog 
score was and they don’t know. I 
even lost count.” 

Well, in case he needs remind- 
ing, here’s what happened Thurs- 
day night; The Braves set a re- 
cord for most nms by an NL team 
in a World Series game and estab- 
lished another mark with 34 total 
bases in blasting Minnesota 14-5. 

The Braves rolled op the big- 
gest series score since foe New 
York Yankees trounced Pitt- 
sburgh 16-3 in 1960 and, more 
importantly, took a 3-2 edge in 
games. 

“Whenever we lose, we try to 
forget about it. too,” David Jus- 
tice, who homered and drove in 
five runs for Atlanta, said Friday. 
“I think that’s a good thing to do. 
But we hope the game carries 
over.” 


Steve Avery, the NL playoff 
MVP, will try to win Aitanta’s 
first World Series champion 
when be faces Scott Erickson in 
Game 6 here Saturday night. 

Avery and Erickson pitched 
against each other in Game 3, 
and neither got a decision in 
Aitanta’s 5-4 victory in 12 in- 
nings. 

A vey gave op four hits in seven 


“I think we improved a lot over 
the first game we played there,” 
Avery said. 

Justice agreed, saying some of 
the horror stories the Braves had 
heard simply weren’t so. 

“When we first came here, we 
were told that you can’t take your 
eye off foe ball and that you can’t 
hear,” Justice said. “It’s true, you 
can’t bear. Bnt yon can take your 


innings, -while-- Erickson -was' , ~eye"off the ball for a momenr^^ ^ 


Justice said he had talked ear- 
lier in the day with Teny Pendle- 
ton, who played for St. Louis in 
that World Series, about what 
happened. 

“He mentioned it,” Justice 
said. “But to me, that’s a nega- 
tive focus. ... „ , . 

“I think foe Twins are a better, 
team at home. We know that 
But I 


knocked out in foe fifth inning. 

“These people have pitched an 
awfhl lot of innings,” Kelly said. 
“You can’t be surprised when 
they get tired.” 

Kelly’s bullpen is also a little 
fatigued. Since Rick Aguilera 
gave up foe winning run in Game 
3, ending a streak of 27 2-3 series 
innings without an earned run by 
Twins relievers since 1987, Min- 
nesota’s ballpen has allowed 13 
earned runs and 15 hits in 7 1-3 
innings. 

To win this weekend,* the 
Braves will need to overcome 
twin peaks: 1136/11 be playing at 
the Metrodome, and against his- 
tory. 

The Twins are 6-0 in World 
Series games in the dome, includ- 
ing two victories last week. 


when it’s on foe way down. Just 
don’t do it when the ball is going 
up.” 

Justice and second baseman 
Mark Lemke botched tbe first 
ball of Game 2 when Lemke 
couldn’t see it, then couldn’t bear 
Justice calling for it. 

But foe teams seemed to re- 
verse roles in Atlanta, where the 
Braves won two dose games be- 
fore ending their home season 
with Thursday night’s bash. 

Both the Braves and Twins are 
aware this is foe same scenario as 
in tiie 1987 World Series. That 

time, Minnesota won the first two 
at home, lost three at St. Louis 
and took tbe last two at the 
Metrodome. 

“It’s foe only flung Tye got to 
fall back on,” Kelly said. 


Besides, tbe Braves have been 
through this before, sort of. 

Last week, they went into Pitt- 
sburgh facing a 3-2 deficit in the 
NL playoffs. Avery won game 6 
and John Smoltz shut oat the 
Pirates in Game 7 to bring Atlan- 
ta its first pennant. 


‘‘Since we’ve already done it, 
we know we can do it again,” 
Justice start. 

If game 7 is needed tins tune, 
Smoltz wffl start. 

Smoftz, though, doesn’t drink 
he’ll be needed. Shortly after the 
Braves’ big win over foe Twins, 
Smoltz was asked about how be 
might do in another seventh 
game, and he shook his head. 

‘Tat done,” be said. “Mr. Av- 
ery is going to take care of it.” 



Andy Capp 
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IT*S SUCH A RELIEF ’ 
WHEN HE GET 
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[ KEEP IT PLATONIC 



Mutton* Jeff 



pace, and Ambro Keepsake in 
tire 2-year-oJd fiBy trot. . 

He was second with Royal 
Strength in tbe 2-year-old coh 
and gelding trot, fourth with 
Shannon Recruit in foe 2-year- 
old colt andgckhng pace, and 
fifth with Art’s Place in foe 3- 
year-old colt and gelding pace. 

He failed to get a piece of foe 
pmse in tbe 3-year-old filly trot 
and didn't drive in tbe 3-year-old 
cdt and gelding trot 

Campbell wasn’t tbe only story 
Friday night. 

Miss EScsy and King Condi, a 
2-year-ohf trotting colt, set world 
records. 

Trainers Per Eriksson and 
Brace Nickefls each won two 
races. Eriksson had Giant Vic- 
tory in the 3-year-old colt and 
fjgMny trot and King Conch in 
the 2-year-old coh and gelding 
trot. Nickefis won with Miss Easy 
and Hazehon K, each driven by 
CampbeD and each co-owned by 
Lon Guido, who now has owned 
at least a piece of 13 Breeders’ 
Crown winners. 

Miss Easy’s performance was 
perhaps the most impressive of 
the ni gh t, are had lost her three 
previous races before h was disc- 
overed she had a long infection. 
Racing on foe diuretic laax for 


foe first time, she won 
lengths in 1:52, a world 
the mile on a fibo-eigh fo ilm fl e 
track. She paid S3. c 

- King Gooch paid $35 .2ff after 
winning by 8 H lengths - aw a 
world-record 1:56 2*5. ' & o 



ance was turned in by 
Victory, foe Hambtetoman win- 
ner, in the 3-year-old coftiod 
gckfing trot He made'* mem 
four horses wide on the fmaMpm, 
then took the lead from Soper 
Pleasure in the deep stretch jo 
win by 2 V4 lengths in l:56a*d 
pay $7. 

Armbro Keepsake gave 1 , 
bell Ms first victory of the 
by domhsalmg the 2-year-oM fiOJr 
trot by 9 Vk lengths in L58* 1-5; 
She paid $7. J 

Hazdton K took foe lead just 
after tbe half-mile, then hekjl off 
Laag’s Pleasure by foree-qoattert 
of a length in the 2-year-oMj filly 
pace. She was timed in 1^53 4-5 
and paid $6. ' ' 

In the final race of the sight; 
three wizzards (S8) scored a mild 1 
upset by winning the 3-yetir-olq 
colt and gelding pace by twq 
lengths over Stormin' Jesse in 
1:52 2-5. Highly regarded Die 
Langhjng finished fourth; -and 
Art’s Place was fifth. 'j ' 
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HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Shoot some of that in my ear. 
My brain feels dusty.” 


Uns cram ble theaa tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lout ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME - 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee « 
' c ro 


KOLEY 


"TT1 


■ ■ 

• 

HIRMT 


HH 



UPLEDD 

T 


J 


LOUTAW 


^ 




Now arrange the circled leners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the tfwve cartoon. 


"■mi] -mr 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: CHIDE 
Answer 


SHINY 


(Answers tomorrow* -j 
UNWISE TURKEY > I 


The bigger one's mouth is, the better it 
looks - - - WHEN SHUT 


V 


THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. FBegnc 


ACROSS 
1 Base on bate 
5 Spread apart 
10 Jazz singing 

14 Firmness 

15 Paper measure 
IBLagomorpti 

17 Green ptum 

18 IB-equipped 

19 Justify 

20 Jubitem 

22 Part ot SWAK 

23 Solitil 

28 PartotQED 

27 Lissome 

28 Endeavor 
30 High-strung 

32 Threefold 

33 Region 

34 By way of 
37 Emulate Evel 

Krtevei 

41 Harvest 

■ goddess 

42 Ger. coal basin 

43 Kind ot race 

44 Blouse 

46 People 

47 Women 
SO Essayist 

52 Lost to DDE 

53 Extraterrestrial 

54 Puzzle 

56 Dowels 

57 Subject of 
gerontology 

58 Boutique 
52 Court action 

63 Skin disease 

64 Hawkeyo State 

65 Sicilian volcano 

66 Extreme 

distress 

67 Hat material 


a 

a 

a 

rl 

a 

B 

■ 

E 

a 

H 

■ 

m 

■ 

H 

■ 

m 



0991 -Tnfcune u«da Sarem. Inc. 

AS HlgMs Rnaniad 

. Yesterd ay*! Pun la Solved: 

■ 10 Religious sect 


DOWN 
1 Peruke 
2Paraeghian 

3 Captain’s 

day 

4 Lead-in for high 
OT deep 

5 Back to — one 

6 — del fete. 

7 Dangerous . 

8 Parched 

9 For the present 


member 

11 Quibble 

12 Take — (relax) 
l3Condae 

21 Ratten 
22.!' — Maria" - 

23 Houston athlete 

24 Undress 

25 — Krtnde 
27 Bridge 

29 Son 

31 Calendar period 

33 At advance 

34 Lithuanian city 

35 Likeness 
38 Chasm 

38 Egyptian daily 

39 VWkJ fancy 
40Wrsan 

44 Pedro's tarty 
winks . 

45 Biddy 

. 46 More masaw a ■ 

47 Hiatus ' 

48 Eskimo 

49 Start eating 


noannn ration nnr 
nnnnnra nnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
annn nnnnnnnn^n 
□nann nnnnn 
uinnnn ci nr; Finn 
n^n nnnnnn nnnn 
nnannnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn mnr 
nno nnn nonary 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn; 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn' 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn' 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn- 


51 SpedeRzed 
" ■ vocabulary 
54 Actor Richard 
56Sewntogly 


67. “I — Camara" 
® Farm Implement 

60 Hooter 

61 Light touch 




K 


■_m is 


$i 


**■ 
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•v Cyprus, Syria sign 
H Jgiirism promotion pact 

• . 4QGQS1A,(AF) — Cyprus and Syria signed an agreement Friday to 
, . V promote tourism, including programmes to . attract visitors from 

• ■ '^distant markets such as the United States and Japan. The two agreed 

't» encourage their national shinies to offer favourable air fares and 
.'.J_ totttaWish a regular sea fine between die isk d and Syria in an effort 

\'r.‘ tpefarease tourist traffic between diem, die Cyprus News Agency 
’ reported. Also decided tt arrange meetings between travel agents of 
^didrtwoooimtries to deepen dieir nndeimndiiig of what each has to 
. ' ■.■Mrffer. They agreed to exchange information on legislation and 
^ regulations on tourism investment practices, and Syria’s delegates 
' ; wt j ieaed die wish to attract investors for projects in their country, 

‘ themews ageocy sai d . 
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Unemployment in France 
hits record 2.77 million 


PARIS (R) — The upward trend 
in Ftench unemployment re- 
sumed in September, after a brief 
respite in August, and the sea- 
sonally adjusted jobless total fait a 
record 2.77 milli on last month, 
the labour ministry said Friday. 

The figure was up 26,500 from 
August mid raised the unemploy- 
ment rate to 9.6 per cent from 9.5 
per cent. The rate in September 
1990 was 8.9 per cent 

The national sta ti stics office, 
INSEE, warned in a report Fri- 
day that the jobless rate could 
reach 10 per coot by the end of 
the year. 

. The number of people out of 
work has increased by 240,400 
since the start of 1991 as com- 
panies shed workers and freeze 
investment plans in response to a 
slowdown in the economy. 

The jobless total fell slightly in 
August — the. first fall in 12 
months — but that was mainly 
because school-leavers bad reg- 
istered as unemployed earlier 
rtum m qia l tfr fo summer. 

Labour Minister Martine Au- 
tary is under no illusion that the 
tide has turned. She has said the 
total could approach three mil- 
lion around the turn of the year, 
although measures to create jobs 


should begin to have some effect 
thereafter. 

The labour ministry said more 
than half the increase in Septem- 
ber was accounted for by young 
people signing on at an employ- 
ment office for the first time. 

There was also an increase in 
the number of redundancies. 
Some 40,000 people were made 
redundant in September, 14.8 per 
amt more than in September 
1990, and many more job* will be 
lost in coming months as cuts 
already announced take effect. 

Rising unemployment was the 
main reason behind a one-day 
general strike Thursday, called by 
two leading trade unions. 

Finance Minister Pierre Bere- 
govoy recently defended himself 
against charges that bis tight 
budgetary policy was choking the 
economy and rejected calls for 
more public spending. 

In a speech to the Economic 
and Soda! Council (CES), a body 
grouping French government, 
business and union representa- 
tives, Mr. Beregovoy rounded on 
critics who say he is inflexible. 

“We have accepted budget de- 
ficits for both 1991 and 1992 that 
arc higher than we would have 
wished... let’s stop confusing the 


serious management of economic 
policy with excessive rigour,” be 
said. 

He tamed back the charge that 
the Socialist government Pre- 
mier Edith Cresson was pursuing 
a conservative economic policy. 

“As if you simply had to accept 
a bigger budget deficit or a bit 
more inflation and that would be 
a progressive policy. That’s just 
not serious,” he said. 

But demands on the public 
purse are mounting. 

Nurses took to the streets of 
Paris Tuesday to press for better 
working conditions and pay. Far- 
mers’ demonstrations over falling 
living standards continued in the 
provinces. 

Dockers have also pledged to 
strike for one day a week until the 
gov ernm ent shelves a plan that 
could cost 4,000 dock jobs. 

Mr. Beregovoy and President 
Francois Mitterrand argued that 
there was no realistic alternative 
to current policy. 

“If we gave in to everybody, 
we would have to raise taxes. 
Should we sabotage our economic 
policy just when it is beginning to 
bear hint?” President Mitterrand 
said in a radio interview. 


Arabs urged to merge 
banks, stock markets 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — Gulf 
Arab states should merge their 
infant stockmarkets, introduce 
unified company laws and allow 
foreign participation to develop a 
genuine capital market, an Arab 
financial expert has said. 

Khalid A1 Fayez, chief execu- 
tive of the Kuwait-based Gulf 
Investment Corporation, told 
Reuters the investment climate in 
the region had improved after the 
Gulf war but regional capital 
markets still had a long way to go. 

“The area cannot support in- 
digenous capital markets — the 
nomber of listed firms in any one 
country without exception could 
not support a genuine capital 
market," he said. 

“If we could pool the resources 
of various countries we could 
allow one genuine market to 
trade all the paper available — 
this would be my personal prefer- 
ence,” he added. 

Mr. Fayez, who heads one of 
Kuwait’s soundest financial in- 
stitutions, said he believed cash- 
rich Gulf investors were more 
willing to put money into domes- 
tic projects now than before 
Iraq's August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


Former economy minister intrigues 
Brazilians by tales of romance 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilians are snapping up a book 
relating the memoirs of former 
economy minister Zetia Cardoso 
de Mello, a' tale of seduction and 
extra-marital hanky-panky 
around the cabinet table. 

“Zeha, a Passion” is about a 
female minister in her 30s who 
daringly froze Brazil’s bank 
accounts in an attempt to wipe 
out inflation and Bernardo Cab- 
ral, a married man whose affair 
with ter led to his resignation as 
justice minister. 

The book, written by author 
Fernando Sabino, gives a few 
glimpses into behind-the-scenes 
workings of President Fernando 
CoDor de Mello’s cabinet. 

For instance, it says Ibrahim 


Eris was chosen to be central 
bank president became of a mis- 
placed telephone call. Mr. Sabino 
says that Ms. Cardoso told her 
secretary to place a call to eco- 
nomist Ibrahim Elias to discuss 
the job, but the call was mis- 
takenly placed to Mr. Eris. 

“Well, since it is you, we need 
to talk,” the book quotes Ms. 
Cardoso as saying. 

Bnt it is the married Cabral's 
seduction of Ms. Cardoso that 
dominates the book, taking up 
more than half its 267 pages. 

When she met Mr. Cabral, Ms. 
Cardoso saw him as “far older 
than I, fat and balding,” but she 
was soon won over by gifts of 
roses, champagne at a luxury 
hotel in Sao Paulo and breakfast 


at New York’s Trump Tower. 

At cabinet meetings Mr. Cab- 
ral passed notes under the table 
conveying such messages as: 
“That miniskirt of yours is de- 
lightful.” Ms. Cardoso is quoted 
in the book as saying: “Imagine if 
instead of landing in my hands 
(die note) landed in those of 
(nrmy minister) General 
Tinoco.” 

Ms. Cardoso resigned in May 
as Brazil's first female economy 
minister after her attempts to 
control inflation failed. Six 
months earlier, her well publi- 
cised romance with the married 
justice minister had led to his 
resignation. 

Br azilian critics panned the 


book, although the 10,000 copies 
of the first printing sold out with- 
in days of its release. 

The newspaper Jomal do Bra- 
sil said in a scathing editorial that 
the book had revealed that “the 
ex-economy minister was more 
like Madonna than like Margaret 
Thatcher.” 

The affair has not helped the 
tarnished image of Mr. Collor's 
government, which has been bat- 
tered by allegations of corruption 
and inefficiency and by embarras- 
sing spats between the president 
and Ins wife. 

“AH this nonsense degrades 
the country, making it the joke of 
the international community,” 
the Jornal do Brasil said. 


Latest earnings reports show 
no end to U.S. credit crunch 


NEW YORK (AP) — The latest 
bank earnings reports offer little 
hope the U.S. credit crunch will 
end soon. 

Loan growth at major banks 
shrank for.tte three months en- 
ded Sept. 30 from a year earlier. 
Many leaden were preoccupied 
with building their capital re- 
serves ratter than lending money 
out. 

“The loan growth is not there,” 
said Frank Barkocy, senior vice 
president at Advest Inc., a 
brokerage firm. “The big borrow- 
ers are not stepp in g op to the 
plate even though (interest) rates 
are coming down. That is a reflec- 
tion of continued weakness in the 
economy.” 

The credit crunch is a term 
coined to describe a sharp dediite' 
in tending to creditworthy bor- 
rowers. Citicorp, for example, 
reported fas total loans fell by five 
per cent in. the third quarter from 
the year earlier. First Interstate 
Bancorp of Los Armies and First 
Chicago Corp. posted more 
dramatic declines ctf 15.4 per emit 
and 14 per cent, respectively. 

The balance sheets of many 
banks show they won't be in the 
mood for expanded lending in the 
future. 

Citicorp is concentrating on 
rebuflding its depleted capital 
cushion against sudden loan los- 
ses by the end of the year to meet 



tougher international capital 
standards. Few analysts expect 
Citicorp to be an aggressive len- 
der as its re structur es and cuts 
costs. 

Many banks continue to show 
Ugh levels of delinquent loans, a 
situation that generally makes 
hankers reluctant to assume new 
risk until the economy assumes a 
greater vigor, said Mr. Barkocy. 

Even strongly capitalised 
Bankamerica Corp. last quarter 
reported $3.05 bullion in total 
non- accrual assets and loans, 
basically loans where interest 
payments are late and repayment 
of the principal is in doubt. . 

Midwestern banks, largely 
spared the fiscal agony of their 
east coast counterparts, are not 
seeing strong demand at their 
loan desks, said Steve Pnhr, who 
follows 40 regional banks for 
Roney and Co. financial firm in 
Detroit. 

“The loan growth has been 
meager to flat out here,” said Mr. 
Pnhr. 

What’s causing the credit 
crunch? No simple answer 
emerges in interviews with bank 
executives, regulators and indus- 
try analysts. 

Thomas Labrecque, Chase 
Manhattan Corp. chairman mid' 
chief executive, told reporters in 
San Francisco there are many 
complex reasons for the weak 


Tel: 634144 


loan demand. 

Both consumers and businesses 
have more debt following the 
rapid growth of the 1980s. While 
most bankers will tend to credit- 
worthy bo rr owe rs , Mr. Labrec- 
que said many well-run 
businesses want to shed debt and 
restructure their balance sheet 

“For people who are looking 
for a ample answer — the bank- 
as did it, the regulators did it, 
the bankruptcy laws did it — it is 
considerably more complicated 
than that,” Mr. Labrecqne said. 

Federal 'bank examiners are 


blamed for excessive strictness in 
their loan exams, frightening loan 
officers from authorising new 
tending. 

Meanwhile, top American 
business leaders say the U.S. 
economy, while it appears to be 
emerging from the recession, is 
facing serious problems that are 
likely to make 1992 a decidedly 
snbpar year. 

The Business Council, made up 
of chief executives of 100 of the 
nation’s largest corporations are 
in a downbeat mood about eco- 
nomic prospects. 


Girls Just Want 
To Have Fun 


\ 


Shorn: 1230, 330, 6:15, 



"Cinema 


Tel: 




t 


Tom Sdteck in 

HER ALIBI 


Shew: 330. 630. 830 d.dl 


Located in Mecca Street, behind Mecca Gas Station. Part 
of a villa with separate entrance and good furniture. 

Please call teL 819382, 625719 Amman. 


Two Rally Furnished Flats For Rent 

One is ground floor and the other is on the 2nd floor. Each 
consists ctf 2 bedrooms, lounge, dining room, salon, kitchen and 
bathroom with central heating and telephone. 

Location: Shmefsani — Tyche Hotel District 

Tel: 601795 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, lounge, salon, bathroom, two 
verandas, garden, garage, central heating and wall to wall 
carpel 

Location: Umm Uthaina — behind the shopping centre. 

Rent can be agreed on after visit 

Call tel: 813526 


Masar Engineering Co. Ltd. (Consulting Engineers) — 
Jabal Amman, wishes to appoint a full-time Senior 
Secretary fluent in Arabic and English. 

Knowledge in office administration, typing, filing, use of 
computer data entry and word- processing is required. 
Only candidates with a minimum experience of 7-10 
yeare will be considered. 

Interested qualified applicants, as per above 
to call 642795 for an Interview appointment 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Qualifications: _ 

Female designer, university degree in graphics. Prefer- 
able knowledge of weaving. 

Job requires field work. 

Applications with C.V. to be sent to P.O. Box 5118, 
Personnel Section. 


This was because events had 
removed some of the uncertain- 
ties caused by the Iraqi threat to 
Kuwait and led to the settlement 
of unresolved problems between 
Iran and Iraq remaining from 
their eight-year conflict, he said. 

But Mr. Fayez said the oil-rich 
countries in the area — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — would have to take many 
steps before they could create 
sophisticated capital markets. He 
said: 

— Commercial, company laws 
and accounting systems would 
have to be developed and unified 
to allow for similar reporting. 

— Firms should be encouraged 
to issue debt instruments to local 
investors ratbeT than just borrow- 
ing from banks. 

— Laws should be liberalised 
to allow foreign shares to be 
traded and foreign investors and 
companies to participate. 

— Government-owned firms 
should privatise to supply more 
shares to the market. 

“At the moment the problem 
in the area is that there is no 
genuine link between the average 


saver's money and the investment 
—it all goes through the mechan- 
ism of commercial banks,” Mr. 
Fayez said. 

In another interview, an Egyp- 
tian financial expert and former 
prime minister said, Arab finan- 
cial authorities should encourage 
domestic banks to merge to help 
them compete on international 
markets. 

“The world is moving towards 
bigger units,” Abdul Aziz 
Hegazy, a former banker and 
prime minister of Egypt said. 

“That is why I do believe the 
role of central banks in the Gulf 
area and the Arab World should 
be to consoldiate, to build bigger 
units — otherwise we will lag 
behind international banks,” he 
said. 

Arab businesses and banka 
would lose unless they made 
more efforts to study changes in 
the international arena and fol- 
low new strategies which would 
enable them to survive, he said-. 

“We must restructure the 
banking system so it can stand on 
its feet, first in its own country 
and then compete in international 
markets,” Mr. Hegazy said. i 


Israeli banks announce 

I 

higher interest rates 

TEL AVIV (R) — Most Israeli banks have announced they will again ■ 
raise their prime interest rate from 20 per cent to a maximum 24 per! 
cent effective Tuesday. J 

The banks annonneed late Thursday they had to raise interest rates) 
because of continuing increases in the rate at which they borrow 
money from the central bank. ! 

Israel’s prime interest rates have jumped five times in the past! 
month, from 14.4 pa cent at the end of September. The previous! 
rise, to 20 pa cent, was annonneed last week and took effect last; 
Wednesday. 

Bank Hapoalim, brad largest, said its prime rate will be 24 pa! 
cent. Discount and Mizrahi banks’ rate wul rise to 23 pa cent and ’ 
Leumi’s to 22.8 pa cent. 

The central bank said heavy private sector demand for foreign ■ 
currency, fuelled by expectations of a possible devaluation of the • 
shekel against the dollar, was the reason for a severe cash shortage ; 
that poshed up rates. 

Private sector demand totalled a record Sill million Friday, as ■ 
investors anticipated a possible devaluation of the shekel tins! 
weekend. 

Friday was the fixing date for 3.3 billion shekels worth of; 
dollar-indexed government-issued securities. Many investors esti- - 
mate the government did not devalue the shekel before the fixing ! 
date to avoid paying holders more cash, and may devalue tire shekel . 
once this date has passed. 

Finance Minister Ytzhak Modai Thursday told reporter s “there are 1 
no reasons to devalue tire shekel now.” _ ■ 

A Bank of Israel official said interest rates will continue to rise as ; 
long as the demand for foreign currency does not ebb. 

“In this case, higher interest rates is the solution to the private ■. 
sector’s pressure, and not a problem. Tie central bank will not • 
supply cheap dollars to speculators” a Bank of Inael official told ' 
Renter. 

Polly Peck chief sinks 
deeper In web of charges 


LONDON (R) — Ail Nadir, 
chairman of troubled frmt-to- 
electronics conglomerate Polly 
Peck International PLC, has been 
charged with stealing £130 ariUion 
($222 million). 

Mr. Nadir, a Turkish Cypriot, 
denied the theft charges. 

He has already been charged 
with 18 counts of theft and false 
accounting involving £25 million 
($42.8 million) of funds 
belonging to Polly Peck and its 
subsidiaries in northern Cyprus. 

Mr. Nadir must now answa 58 
new charges in the case and was 
remanded on bail until Nov. 7. 

“These additional charges do 
not raise any new issues," & said 
in a statement read by his lawyer. 

Mr. Nadir said Britain’s Se- 
rious Frond Office, which is in- 
vestigating the case, appeared “to 
be confining themselves to a nar- 
row and tedntical issue involving 
inter-company transfers.” 


The latest charges concerned 
money transferred from Polly 
Peck to a subsidiary, Unipac, but 
Mr. Nadir has maintain ed that 
because the money stayed in the 
group, there was no theft. 

Polly Peck, a stock market 
success of the 1980s, became one 
of Britain’s biggest corporate fai- 
lures when it was placed under 
administration last year with 
debts of £1.15 billion ($1.97 bil- 
lion). 

Mr. Nadir, a flamboyant oper- 
ator who built the company from 
a clothing business in London's 
nm-down East End into a far- 
flnng, multi-billion pound 
empire, was freed on bail after 
being charged with the initial 
counts in December. 

Polly Peck shares were the best 
performers on the London Stock 
Exchange daring the market 
boom of the 1980s, rising more 
than 100 times in value. 


DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, living room, large salon, 
central heating, private garage and garden. 

Location Dahiat AI Rasheed. 

Mease call 865896 


En rout to 
your taste., 
soon 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished apartment in Shmeisani area 
behind the Arab Bank. 

Two bedrooms, living and dining room, central 
heating, telephone and coloured T.V. 

For further Information call teL: 668887 
from 9:00 ajn. to 7M pjn. 
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World Ne 


ws 


A&icans 
head 
unofficial 
poll for 
U.N. chief 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — Aa 
Egyptian and a Zimbabwean led' 
an unofficial Security Council 
poll Friday that showed there was 
strong support for an African 
candidate to be the new U.N. 
secretary-general. 

Council sources said Egyptian 
Deputy Prime Minister Boutros 
Ghali and Zimbabwean Finance 
Minister Bernard Qpdzero each 
garnered nine votes, while 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Bnmdtland and her fore- 
ign minister. Thorvald Std ten- 
berg, trailed the field of 14 with 
only two votes apiece. 

Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mahoney and Netherlands Fore- 
ign Minister Hans Van Den 
Broek received five votes each. 


Polish Foreign Minister 
Krzysztof Skubiszewski, a former 
law professor, was added to the 
list of candidates at foe dosed- 
door Council session, but was not 
included in the so-called straw 
poll this time around, the sources 
said. 


The council’s deliberations, for 
the most part shrouded in secre- 
cy, are to choose a successor to 
71 -year-old U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
a Peruvian whose second five- 
year term expires at the end of 
tins year. 

-Dr. Ghali and Mr. Chidzero 
are among six candidates spon- 
sored by foe Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU), which in- 
sists it is time an African held foie 
top U.N. post, hitherto filled by 
three Europeans, an Asian and a 
Latin American. 

- African diplomats were 
angered when unidentified Secur- 
ity Council members last Monday 
added five non-African names to 
a previous list of nine mostly 
African candidates. 


Dr. GhaH and Mr. Chidzero 
were followed in Fridays unoffi- 
cial poll by former Nigerian Presi- 
dent Oiusegnn Obasanju, with 
seven votes and by U.N. Under- 
Sec re tary-Genera! James 
Jonah of Sierra Leone and 
former physics Professor and Cul- 
ture Minister Nguema Francois 
Owono of Gabon, with six votes 
each. 

Faring best among, the non- 
African candidates, vrifo five 
votes each, were: Mr. Mulroney, 
Mr. Van Den Broek of the 
Netherlands, and veteran Paris- 
born diplomat Prince Sadroddin 
Aga Khan, who heads U.N. relief 
operations in the Gulf.. 

Two African contenders also 
obtained five votes apiece — 
Kenneth iDadde of Ghana, 
secretary-general of the U.N. 
Conference on Trade and De- 
velopment and Michel Doo King- 
ue of Cameroon, executive direc- 
tor of the U.N. Institute for 
Training and Research (UN- 
ITAR). 


Nsanze Terence, a former 
U.N. representative of Burundi, 
received four votes, while Philip- 
pines Foreign Minister Raul 
Manglapus obtained three. 

Mr. Doo Kingue and Terence, 
although from Africa, are not 
among the OAU’s official 
nominees. 

Council President Chmmaya 
Gharekhan of India confirmed 
after the meeting that Poland's 
Skubiszewski had been added to 
the roster of candidates as a 15th 
name. 

But he declined to give any 
details of the straw poll and said 
only that the process would con- 
tinue early next week. 


In an unofficial straw poll ear- 
lier among the five recently 
added non-Africans, Mr. Van 
Den Broek was said to have 
obtained seven votes. Prince Sad- 
ruddin six and Mr. Mulroney 
five, with Ms. Bnmdtland and 
Mr. Stoitenberg trading with two 
votes each. 

This straw poD mirrored one 
last Monday restricted to the nine 
original, candidates in which Dr. 
Ghali and Mr. Chidzero were 
reported to have topped the bal- 
lot with 10 votes each, followed 
by Mir. Dadzie with seven votes. 

A secretary-general is elected 
. by the 166-nation General 
Assembly, on the recommendat- 
ion" of the 15-nation Security 
Council. 

. The council has been hoping to 
come up with an agreed candi- 
date by foe end of this month, 
though foe process coaid shp into 
November. 

When the council eventually 
bolds a formal secret ballot foe 
five permanent members — foe 
United States, foe Soviet Union, 
Britain, China and France — can 
use their vetoes, which donut 
apply in straw polls, to block any 
candidate they oppose. 

China is widely thought to 
favour an African candidate. 


ZAGREB (AP) — Fighting 
raged Saturday around the east- 
ern Croatian stronghold of Vuko- 
var and in other parts of the 
troubled republic. Around Dub- 
rovnik, a tense quiet prevailed 
with federal troops on the city 
limits asking Croatian defenders 
to surrender. 

Croatian Defence officials said 
attacks on the besieged port city 
on foe Adriatic ceased only late 
< Friday night, several boors after a 
ceasefire was announced. 

They said the man who was 
leading the defence of the 
ancient, scenic town was killed in 
tile Last rounds of shelling. His 
name was not provided. Some SO 
people are believed to have been 
killed in two weeks of shelling of 
the Dubrovnik, area. 

The army is now reportedly 
offering free passage to Croatians 
who surrender, and some reports 
said some defenders were aban- 
doning their positions. 

A ferry carrying humanitarian 
aid to relieve the misery of a 
bitter three-week siege of Dub- 
rovnik, the one-time tourist cen- 
tre, was turned away Saturday, 
Croatian sources said. On Friday, 
a boat with food and medicine 
was allowed to dock. 


Elsewhere throughout Croatia, 
continued fighting posed a remin- 
der of the intractability of the 
Serb-Croat conflict. 

Id neighbouring Slovenia, 
meanwhile, President Milan 
Kucan, addressing a crowd of 
2,000 celebrating the federal 
army’s pullout from his break- 
away republic, called on “demo- 
cratic Europe to stop the war” in 
Croatia. 

Simon Smits, foe European 
Community's (EC) spokesman in 
Zagreb, said “some progress” 
had been achieved in Friday’s 
talks between warring Yugoslav 
leaders in foe Hague, Nether- 
lands,” in the areas of protecting 
minority rights and economical 
cooperation.” 

He said Lord Carrington, 
dwinnfln of the EC-sponsored 
peace talks on Yugoslavia, would 
travel to tire United States Mon- 
day to solicit support from foe 
U.N. Seucrity Council. The EC 
has so far failed to stop fighting in 
Croatia. 

Croatian defence officials said 
Vukovar, a Croatian stronghold 
on tire Serbian border some 250 
kilometres east of Zagreb, came 
under heavy attack by multi- 
barrel rocket launchers beginning 


early Saturday morning. 

Infantry units charged foe city 
from the southern suburbs but 
were repelled, and federal tanks 
were attacking Vukovar from 
Negoslavri just to its southwest, 
they said. 

Clashes were also reported in 
the villages of Tordiuri, Nustar 
and Mminci on foe northern front 
line between Vinkovd and Vuko- 


At the tune of the fighting in 
Jtme-Joly, some 20,000 Yugoslav 
People’s Army soldiers were on 
Slovenian territory. But when a 
deal was struck on foe army 
pullout a month later, only up to 
3,000 were left. 


Three people were killed m 
dashes late Friday in Kariovac, 
50 Jaknnetres southwest of Zag- 
reb, Croatian sources said. 

The Sisak region, southeast of 
Zagreb, also came under mortar 
attack Saturday, foe sources said. 
The city is one of the last remain- 
ing obstacles the army faces on 
tire Croatian capital. 

A radically different situation 
prevailed in Slovenia Saturday, 
one day after the federal army 
completed a surprisingly swift 
pullout that Slovenian leaders 
said meant they had achieved red 
independence. 

Croatia and Slovenia both 
proclaimed independence on 
June 25. But unlike in Croatia, 
hostilities in ethnically 
homogeneous Slovenia lasted 
only U days. 


More than 2,000 people 
gathered Saturday on the dock in 
the northern Adriatic town of 
Koper, where foe last sokfiera left 
just after midnight. 

They waved white, blue and 
red Slovenian flags and released 
scores of white doves symbolising 
peace, as Mr. Kucan inspected 
police emits and territorial de- 
fence units. 


Mr. Kucan told the crowd that 
“Slovenia is now free... all condi- 
tions are now fulfilled for interna- 
tional recognition.” 

He thanked the republic's de- 
fenders for “bravery and initia- 
tive” m thefr brief war against the 
Yugoslav army. But he urged 
Slovenes to remember their 
neighbours in Croatia, where war 
is mil raging. 


Four months ago to the day, 
Mr. Kucan was standing in cen- 


tral Ljubljana reading out the 
formal declaration of independ- 


Pakistani government threatened by corruption charges 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Allega- 
tions of corruption threaten to 
bring down tire Islamic govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif just a year after his land- 
slide election victory over Be- 
nazir Bhutto. 

Before the election. President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan had dismis- 
sed Ms. Bhutto’s own 20-monfo- 
old government in response to 


corr up tion charges that included 
alleged plundering of state- 
operated banks, 

A growing chorus of critics Dow 
say the president also should oust 
the Sharif government. They ac- 
cuse it of abnsiqg banks by ex- 
erting pressure to obtain huge 
loans with little security, revalue 
assets and write off debts. 

The government has denied 


wrongdoing. Mr. Sharif has not 
commented personally. 


Ms. Bhutto seized cm the issue, 
hoping for vindication. She has 
toured the country, attracting 
huge crowds at public rallies. Her 
su pp or t er s hand out pamphlets 
quoting purported documents she 
says prove the government’s 
financial misdeeds. 


“This government of usurpers 
must step down or be made to 
step down,” Ms. Bhutto said in 
an interview. “This government 
has lost the moral a u thor i t y to 


govern.” 

Huge loans obtained from rural 
financial cooperatives in eastern 
Punjab province are the main 
cause of the government's trou- 
bles. 


Bush, 
Democrats 
reach civil 
rights 

compromise 


KGB planned August coup for months 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Former KGB 
chief Vladimir Kryuchkov (dotted 
the August coup for months, but 
overestimated the passivity of the 
Soviet people and the obedience 
he could expect from Ins own 
officers, according to a report 

KGB First Deputy Chairman 
Anatoly Oleinikov said foe inves- 
tigation of the secret police's role 
in the failed Aug. 18-21 putsch 
also could produce a half-dozen 
more arrests, adding to the 14. 
people already charged with 
treason. 

Mr. Oleinikov, speaking at a 
news con fe rence, said foe evi- 
dence was being turned over the 
Soviet prosecutor’s office, which 
is compiling ithe case, against die 
suspects, who include five KGB 
officials. 

There were no major new re- 
velations, the disclosures did fill 
in some blanks spots about the 
KGB’s actions. And in 
them, foe secret spotice demons- 
trated its intention to dean up its 
blackened image. 


Asked why Kryuchkov decided 
to mount the coup, Mr. Oleini- 
kov said: “My personal opinion is 
that during the process of demo- 
cratisation, real power was slip- 
ping from their hands, and this is 
probably what pushed them to 
tins point.” 

The results of the imap iai 
study woe released at a time 
when the budgets and functions 
of nearly every Kremlin ministry 
are being questioned. Mr. Oleini- 
kov said republics plan to form 
their own secret police services 
and that many of the current 
KGB's functions would fell under 
Bom Yeltsin’s Russian govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Oleinikov said the earliest 
documents found p e rtainin g to 
foe coup were dated in December, 
the same month that fonner 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze resigned wanting fon t 
a dictate! ship was coming. 

“There was a. very real plan to 
have a putsch, but the people 
were supposed to implement it 


refused,” Mr. Oleinikov said. 

“When they were preparing 
tins coup, they app are ntly did not 
take into account the moral fao- 
tor,” Mr. Oleinikov said. “They 
counted on the factor of obedi- 
ence, ...but of course you realise 
that profes s ionals who know 
what’s what are working in the 
KGB, and it’s cfifficult to deceive 
them.” 

Documents showed that KGB 
leaders supported deploying 
tanks only to intimidate pimple, 
and thought actual force would 
not be needed. 

“In that situation, (they) 
underestimated that foe people 
would put up with such things, 
but tins show of farce didn’t 
work,” Mr. Oleinikov said. 

Mr. Kryuchkov took pains tor 
involve only his top deputies. 
“Only a small part of foe lead- 
ership was informed. The rest (of 
the KGB officers) were supposed 
to be used in the dark under the 


Bush hopes 
dashed for 
big B-2 
fleet 


pretext of instilling order and 
discipline,” he said. 


Mulroney warns Canada must 
unite or face economic domination 


TORONTO (R) — Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
has said that if the French-speak- 
ing province of Quebec separates 
from- Canada, what remains will 
be in danger of being swallowed 
up by much larger, more power- 
ful economic competitors. 

Mr. Mulroney, in a speech to, 
Toronto business leaders promot- 
ing his government's recent con- 
stitutional proposals, warned that 
secession by Quebec would 
weaken the province and the rest 
of the country economically in 
foe face of intense global com- 
petition. 


take notice but only to the extent 
of occupying our markets, taking 
away our business and gladly 
picking from the entrafls of what 
was and still remains ... one of 
the most dynamic economies in 
the entire world,” Mr. Mahoney 


the end of October, 1992. 

The co n s titu t i onal proposals 
are currently being studied by a 
parliamentary com mi ttee that is 
scheduled to report bade to the 
govern m ent early next year. 


“If we fragment into a series of 
bickering, small-minded, barely 
inefficient and under-populated 
units ... then the world surely will 


Mr. Mahoney's consevativc 
government announced plans last 
month that would recognise 
Quebec as distinct society, give 
setf-govenumsut to the country's 
native people, remove trade bar- 
riers between provinces, and re- 
form the Senate — the upper 
house of parliament. 

The proposals are aimed at 
creating a strong econ o m i c union 
and stopping Quebec from separ- 
ating. Quebec plans to hold a 
referendum on separation before 


Mr. Mulroney said the govern- 
ment’s proposals offer the best 
protection against Quebec’s 6.5 
motion French- speakers from 
being overwhelmed by a conti- 
nent of 285 million English 


‘The French bmgnngi- and cul- 
ture, in such a minority position 
in North America, ... are trying 
to tell Canadians in we 

must find the freedom and ox- 
ygen that will enable the language 
and culture to flourish and en- 
dure,” he said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
budget cuts and the end of the 
cold war have virtually dashed 
a dministra tion hopes to build 75 
B-2 Stealth bombers costing over 
$8S0 million each, administration 
officials said Friday. 

But the officials, who asked not 
to be identified, declined to pre- 
dict what c omp ro mi se might be 
reached by congressional nego- 
tiators fighting over whether to 
go beyond the 15 radar-evading 
jets already ordered from North- 
rop Corp. 

At a White House news confer- 
ence Friday, President George 
Bush refused to say if he was stifl 
zjgkfly supporting hfr call for 75 
B-2s, designed to cany nuclear 
bombs and missiles to the heart of 
the Soviet Union. 

“I wouldn’t say that,” , Mr. 
Bush said when pressed on 
whether there was any softening 
of bis position. “We’ve got a 
proposal up there. And let’s see 
where we go with ft.” 

He declined to discuss a New 
York Times report that General 
Gofin Powell, chairman of the 
Pentagon Joint Griefs of Staff, 
recently told lawmakers he was 
wflfing to settle for 30 or 40 of the 
bat-wing aircraft. 

“I don’t want to take a position 
on one key player’s alleged posi- 
tion and compare it to bow some- 
body else in file administration 
feck,” Mr. Bush said. 

But other ad m i nis tra ti on offi- 
cials said Friday the White Home 
and Defence Department were 
resigned to a lower figure than 
75. 

“You can safely say there’s 
widespread realisation that 75 are 
out the window,” said one of the 
officials. “The problem is that 
public weakening now could be 
the death of the B-2.” 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush and Senate 
Democrats have reached a com- 
promise' on a civil rights bill to 
fight job discrimination, but dis- 
agree over who made the conces- 
Btons which ended a two-year 
impasse over the issue. 

“We have a piece of civil rights 
legislation that wQl guarantee 
against discrimination in foe 
workplace. IPs not a quota bill. 
It’s a fair Mil,” Mr. Bush said 
Friday. “I will enthusiastically 
si g n this bill.” 

The bfil would make it easier 
for workers to win damages 
against employers for job tfiscri- 
mmafion based on sex, race, reli- 
gion or other factors. Hie agree- ; 
meat came Thursday foDowing 
negotiations between White 
House officials and key senators. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
| fin Fftzwater said senators agreed 
to change language that Mr. Bush 
insisted would forte employers to 
set hiring quotas. “We wanted a 
non-quota bill and we got a non- 
quota bill,” he said. 

But Senator Edward Kennedy 
of Massachusetts, the top Demo- 
cratic supporter of the bfil, said it i 
was Mr. Bush- who gave in and > 
accepted a bQl that was similar to 
one the president vetoed last i 
year. I 

“We gave up nothing of any 
significance on the quota de- ! 
bate,” he told repo r ters. “Our i 
bill was never a quota bilL 

“I think President Bush de- 1 
serves credit for rejecting, at long 
last, the advice of those wfaoNe 1 
been urging him to divide the 
nation over race,” Sen. Kennedy 
added. 

He said the bill would give 
women a real remedy to fight sex 
discrimination and sexual harass- 
ment 

“We didn’t cave (in),” Mr. 
Bush said. “We worked out, in 
the spirit of compromise, a 
negotiated settleme n t where I can 
say to the American people this is 
not a quota bill.” 

Under the compromise, work- 
cars would have to show that 
hiring practices by a company 
were discriminatory and . were 
hurting them. 
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OimIihi continue in Croatia, Dubrovnik quiet 


ence. Homs later, federal MiG 
jets swooped overhead and tanks 
rolled onto Slovene streets. 

- Meanwhile defying a ban by 
Serbian authorities, Musfims in 
the mountainous Sanjak region of 
southern Serbia and Mon te negro 
began voting in a referendum for 
auton om y. 

The vote was foe latest sign of 
ethnic splintering in Yugoslavia, 
in which four of foe sax wpubfics 
are seeking independence. It was 
one of a number of challenges to 
Serbia by foe ethnic groups in foe 
republic’s south. 

The three-day plebiscite was 
organised by foe Party of Demo- 
cratic Action despite a ban by the 
Serbian government. 

Asm Ljajic, foe Muslim par- 
ty's secretary, told reporters that 
police dosed down voting booths 
after about GO per cent of voters 
cast their ballots. The referen- 
dum wiD continue in secrecy, . 
Tan jug News Agency quoted him ' 
as saying in Novi Puar, the par- 
ty’s headquarters. 

No violence was reported, but 
tensions in Novi Pazar were high. 
The local army commander. Col. 
Cosan Culibrk, said he had 
ordered mines pla nted aro und 
the town’s militaiy barracks. 


Armenia, 

Azerbaijan 

begin 

peace talks 



MOSCOW (AP) — Annema and 
Azerbaijan opened formal talks 
Saturday on settling the dispute 
over the Nagorno-Karabakh re- 
gion, where hundreds have died 
in Hoody ethnic fighting over file 
past three years, foe Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) said. 

The talks stem from a deal 
mediated by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and Kazakhstan 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
in September to bring the two 
sides together and resolve the 
conflict over who controls foe 
Armenian enclave that lies within 
Azerbaijan. 

TASS said the opening round 
of “closed-door" talks were being 
held in the Arm e nian village of 
Kayan. 

“We understand one or two 
meetings wfll not solve all our 
problems, which have piled up 
over the past years,” TASS 
quoted Armenia’s first deputy 
parliamentary leader Babken ; 
A ra rk tsy an as saying. “But we 
believe they should be solved 
through negotiations rather than ! 
co nfron tation.” 

He said, “We wifi try to find , 
mutually acceptable solutions.” ! 

TASS said his Azerbaijani 
counterpart, Ziad Samed-Zade, , 
shared the same view and that 
Saturday’s meeting showed both 
rides are ready to find a way to 
resolve the conflict. 

The talks were attended by 
observers from the Russian Fed- 
eration and Kazakhstan. 

The two sides agreed to meet 
again on Nov. 15 in the city of 
Zaageten in Azerbaijan, TASS 
said. 

The conflict between mostly 
Christian Armenia and mostly 
Muslim .Azerb a ij an , dates bade 
centuries, but flared anew in 1988 
when Armenians, who constitute 
a majority in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
said they wanted to unite with 
Annema. 

More than 800 people have 
been lolled in the ethnic mmst 
since 1968. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Nazar- 
bayev were able to bring the two 
rides together on Sept. 24, but 
since then an early ceasefire 
agreement fell apart and dozens 
of people have been killed in 
ethnic fi ghting . 

In a separate devel op m en t Mir. 
Yeltsin, struggling to regain con- 
tra] of his government, art a deal 
Friday with lawmakers over the 
election of local officials and 
named his choke for prune minis- 
ter. 

At the same time, officials 
issued fore warning about food 
shortages next year. 

Mr. Yeltsin is labouring to put 
his government back on track 
after wee& of infighting and res- 
ignations that broke die political 
momentum he had gained by 
leading opposition to the Aug. 
18-21 coup. 

The most c o ntentious issue 
centred on his selection of hun- 
dreds of local officials who admi- 
nister governments across the 
hnge Russian Federation. - Mr. 
Yeltsin selected the officials last 
year, to circumvent Communist 
Party control , brtRnsrian legisla- 
ture voted earlier this month to 
elect new officials fry Dec. 8. 

Mr. Yeltsin said elections 
would paralyse his government 
and demanded the ballot be put 
off until next year. When law-’ 
makers rejected his appeal, he 
vetoed their election law and 
alienated foe legislature. 

On Friday lawmakers accepted 
Mr. Yeltsin’s c om promise to hold 
the election in stages this Decem- 
ber, avoiding a sudden turnover 
of his supporters whole allowing 
new officials to take over by 
year’s end, Soviet media said. 


Doctors remove 
huge cyst 
from woman 


PALO ALTO, California (R).— 
A 303-pound (137-kg) ovarian 
cyst was surgically removed from 
a woman who had postponed foe 
operation for yean out of fear of 
the risks, doctors at the Stanfotd 
University Hospital said. Hie 34- 
year-old woman, whose identity 
was not disclosed, was reported 
“doing fine” after the six-hour 
operation, aid Dr. Katherine 
OTbnlan, the gynecologic can- 
cer surgeon who fe d the operating 
team at the hospital in northern 
California. The prognosis for re- 
covery was excellent. Dr. OTOm- 
lan said. The patient weighed 210 
pounds (95 kg) after the 383- 
pound (137-kg) growth was re-, 
moved, the hospital said. Mr. 
O’Hanlan said the abdominal 
mass was so large that none of foe 
surgeons could lift ft and, after ft 
was removed, they toUed it onto a 
stretcher so that it could be cut up 

for mkrascopfe examination. The 
woman had had the cyst for 10 
years and had been bedridden for 
two years, fearing surgery after 
bearing it was risky, doctors said. 


Tito's 64 suits will 
go to his family 


BELGRADE (AP) — Members 
of the family of the late Yugoslav 
Communist leader Josip The 
have won an 11-year battle to 
inherit Ins personal belongings, a 
daily has reported. The Belgrade 
evening newspaper said a muni- 
cipal court decided to award 
Tito’s 64 suits and 805 other 
personal items to his widow 
Jovanka and his two sons, Zarko 
and Aleksandar-Misa. It said fife 
decision was handed down earlier 
this month, but gave no exact 
date. The inheritance litigation 
began in 1982, after Jovanka was 
evicted from Tito’s former resi- 
dence and authorities impounded 
bis belongings, as well as some 
items that belonged to her. JjAp 
Braz Tito founded post-Wond 
War II Yugoslavia after leading 
partisans in a successful fight 
against the Naas. The Conzmnn- 
ist state he created suppressed the 
explosive nationalist passions that 
recently erupted in a civil war 
that has cost well over 1,000 lives. 
But Tito also left Yugoslavia 
heavily indebted and one of the 
poorest countries in Europe. The 
list of his personal belongings 
indudes 16 different marshal’s 
uniforms, 142 shirts, mostly 
white, 173 ties and 168 pairs of 
soda. With his 80 pairs of shoes, 
Tito rivaled his long-time Roma- 
nian Comnuntist ally Nicolae 
Ceausescu for diversity of foot- 
wear. -Tito, a. Croat, now seems 
the most bated man in Yugoslav 
history, blamed by all sides of the 
current conflict for the country’s 
woes. 


Edinburgh Festival 
goes Into deficit 


EDINBURGH (R) — A slump, 
in audfiences at the Edinburgh 
International Festival this year 
has plunged one of the worid’s 
premier cultural events into de- 
ficit. Only 63 per cent of tickets 
for foe three-week August festiv- 
al of art, music and drama were 
sold, compared to 76 per cent Last 
year. The deficit of £220,00(1 
($375,000) followed a surplus of 
£130,000 ($220,000) in 1990: 
General Manager Nicholas 
Dodds said, a deficit bad been 
expected as fewer tourists Visited 
Britain this year because of reces- 
sion and fear of terrorism after 
the Gulf war. The 1992 festival 
will open ooAvg. 16 with Arnold 
Schoenberg’s opera Moses And 
Aaron. 


Film star wiU not 


Candidates wrap up campaign; Miyazawa solid favourite to succeed Kaifu 


be charged with 
shoplifting 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The lop- 
sided three-man race to replace 
Prime Minister Toshflri Kaifu 
took to the streets of Japan’s 
capital Saturday for one last pitch 
on the final day of campaigning. 


By nearly all accounts, Kikhi 
Miyazawa, one of the nation's 
most experienced politicians, -was 
expect ed to win in a landcKHf 
when file ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) — chooses its 
next president Sunday. 

The party's undisputed control 
of the lower bouse of parliament 
means that the winner of that 
vote will become the next prime 
minister. 

**Ifs just another day," foe 
slight, round-faced Miyazawa 
told a crowd of reporters 
gathered at his home early Satur- 
day morning. 


Another candidate, former 
Foreign Minister Hiroshi MHsu- 
znka, was mobbed by shoppers as 
he campaigned in tire fashionable 
Ginza shopping district. His cam- 


paign staff handed out red bal- 
loons to children. 

Mr. Miyazawa, 70, has held 
nearly all of be top cabinet posts 
during his 40 years in politics, but 
has failed in previous attempts to 
win the prime nrimjtfl rfn p 

Despite having resigned in foe 
recruit influence-buying scandal 
two years ago, he is mnwlore d 
almost certain to win this time 
around, because he already has 
won the backing of the largest 
faction within the governing par- 
ty- 

That faction, led by former 
•D®)P®ty Prime Minister Shin 
Kanemaru and former Prime 
Minister Noboni Takcshita, des- 
troyed Mr. Kaifa’s chances for 
re-election when it w i thd rew its 
support earlier this month. 
Although be enjoys record-high 
popularity ratings, Mr. Kaifu im- 
mediately announced be would 
not seek a second two-year term 
when his current term as party 
president ends on Oct 30. 

With the factional odds in Mr. 


Miyazawa’s favour, Mr. Mitsuzu- 
ka and the third declared candi- 
date — Midrib Watanabe, a for- 
mer finance minister — have 
given him only a weak cha ll eng e 
and are hwrtKng each 

other for second place. 


Mr. Mfrsozuka has been hob- 
bled by defections from within ins 
own faction, which has over the 
past week fallen behind Mr. 
MIyazawa's to rank third. 

Mr. Watanabe, who beads the 
fourth-largest faction, acknow- 
ledges he has little hope of win- 
ning without foe support of at 
least one other top faction. Mr. 
Katin's faction has said it mil 
support Mr. Miyazawa. 


The two candidates hope 
finishing second will increase 
tbeir chances of garnering power- 
ful cabinet posts for tbeir own 


‘TVe’D see what happens Sun- 
day,” said Mr. Watanabe, known 
for his outspokenness, a rare 
attribute among consensus- 


minded Japanese politicians. 

But in what appeared to be a 
concession of defeat, Mr. Wata- 
nabe added, “this isn’t my last 
candidacy.” 

The Liberal Democratic Party 
is divided into five factions, 
whose main function is to prom- 
ote their members to cabinet 
posts. Faction heads frequently 
rotate as party president. 

In Sunday’s election, 101 votes 
have been allotted to 1.75 million 
rank-and-file party members and 
one vote each to the 395 Liberal 
Democrats in paihament 

The allotment of votes under- 
lines the im p ort an ce of factional 
support, since the largest faction, 
with 105 parliament members, 
has more influence than the com- 
bined rank-and-file votes. 

The choice of Mr. Miyazawa 
through factional power- 
brokering has raised shrill critic- 
ism from the media. One major 
newspaper asked why Japan 
bothered bolding an election 
.when the winner already had 


been picked behind closed doors. 

Anda poll released Friday by 
the Yornimi S him h im, Japan’s 
largest newspaper, indicated that 
nearly half of 3,000 voters sur- 
veyed last weekend “don’t expect 
much” of Mr. Miyazawa. 

Possibly because of the outcry, 
all candidates have recently been 
stressing their views on policy and 
the touchy issue of political re- 
form, which was the centerpiece 
of Mr. Kaifn’s administration. 


have to contend with the other 
faction leaden even after becom- 
ing prime minister and a power- 
ful, deeply entrenched 
bureaucracy — factors that win 
probably rule out any major 
changes in the government's cur- 
rent policy. • 


Mr. Miyazawa, who Kke many 
other conservative party leaders 
was tainted by an influence- 
peddling scandal that prompted 
trim tO resign as fin*****-- rnmalw 
two years ago, has vowed to push 
for reforms. 


He has afro said Japan should 
not bow down to every demand 
made upon ft by the United 
States, bat st the same time has 
emphasised he believed relations 
b et w ee n foe two allies are sound 
and strong. 

Whoever wins the race w31 


Public support for tire cabinet 
of the outg oi ng Japanese Prime 
Minister bas declined over 10 per 
cent by his administration still 
ranks as the most popular in 
decades, said a Jiji Press Survey 
Saturday. 

Support for Mr. Knife's cabinet 
fell 5.8 points to 44J2 per cent in 
October in a nati o n wide poll of 
some 2,000 voters, Jiji said. Ab- . 
out 70 percent respo nd ed to foe 
monthly survey earned in several 
newsp ap e r s Saturday. 


SANFORD (AP) — Former film 
star Hedy Lamarr, who was 
caught leaving a drugstore this 
summer with unpaid items fo hcr 
purse, won’t be charted with sho- 
plifting. “We reached an agree- 
ment we felt, was in foe public’s 
best interest and her own best 
interest,” assistant state attorney 
Charles Tfoscott said, “ft * 
beds down to a case in which 
prosecution is really not irusti. 
fled.” Mi ss Lam arr, 76, 
with a . companion because skT 
cannot see weHenougfa to 
labels or price tags or hanqu 
money, said her lawyer. 
j Jaeger. Miss Lamarr though* ^ 
had paid for tfie.5S1.48 wom, 
laxative tablets and eyedmS 
found in her purse in August, mJt 


Jiji calculated that the average 
s upport level for Mr. Kaifu’s 29- 
monfo administration was 43.1 : 
per cent, the highest since . the 
1960-64 adm i nistratio n of Pre- 
mier Hayato llseda. - ; • 


tors Wednesday and signed?" 
agreement .proamring she 

mi h wui lr miw laws fru* . 


not break any laws for a yea?/» 
she does, said Mr. Tatecort *hJl 

chaises could be filed. * 
Lamarr, who fives in the 


Lamarc, who fives m the OfianA, 

suburb of Altramonte s p^r° 
did not comment on the 
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